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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund 
Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts  of  selfless  heroism 
performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission  consists  of  a 
medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling  injuries  are  sustained 
by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing  grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer 
loses  his  life,  financial  assistance  for  the  surviving  dependents;  and  in  acts 
in  which  no  disablement  is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other  worthy 
purposes  in  the  lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual  having  knowl¬ 
edge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should  be  sent  directly  to  the 
Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens  and  visitors  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  under  regulations  presented  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved 
and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of  results  of  the 
investigation. 

Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
606  Oliver  Building 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15222-2394 
Telephone:  (412)  281-1302 


I  do  not  expect  to  stimulate  or  create  heroism  by  this  fund ,  knowing  well 
that  heroic  action  is  impulsive;  but  I  do  believe  that,  if  the  hero  is  injured 
in  his  bold  attempt  to  serve  or  save  his  fellows,  he  and  those  dependent  upon 
him  should  not  suffer  pecuniarily. 


—Andrew  Carnegie 
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Deed  of  Trust 


To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission: 

Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds 
of  heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The 
heroes  of  barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of 
First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

FIRST.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured 
in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and 
the  children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums 
of  money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable— each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

SECOND.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly  used, 
and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

THIRD.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  which 
shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may  know 
and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act, 
even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the 
Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

FOURTH.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and 
other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in  mak¬ 
ing  grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or 
interfere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing 
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public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask  from 
the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The  medal  can,  of 
course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can  not  judiciously 
be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city  authorities,  the 
Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

FIFTH.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared) 
to  those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident,  where 
Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The  community  first 
raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  duplicated  by  me  after 
waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had  full  scope.  Here  again 
the  Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden, 
but  to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such  action 
benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

SIXTH.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote 
any  surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of 
benefiting  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circumstances, 
in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks  advisable  and 
likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those  injured  by 
accident,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

SEVENTH.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters 
thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than 
that  of  doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics. 
Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman  in  saving 
human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 

EIGHTH.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

NINTH.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds; 
to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and  oversee 
beneficiaries,  etc.,  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses 
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attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria  as  the 
Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

TENTH.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and 
medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and 
published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries 
embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines 
shall  be  kept  displayed  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 

New  York,  March  12th,  1904 


Witness 

Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 
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The  Carnegie  Medal 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  saves 
or  attempts  to  save  the  life  of  another  person. 

Mr.  Carnegie's  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief 
the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  the  United  States  below  the 
inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top  left  and  right 
of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel 
underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top.  Laurel  typifies  glory; 
ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle,  persistency.  Encircling  the  relief 
work  is  a  quotation  from  the  New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  "Greater  love 
hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 
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Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act  volun¬ 
tarily  risked  his  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving  or  attempting 
to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed  himself  in  a  heroic 
manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the  waters 
thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission  within  two 
years  of  the  date  of  the  rescue. 

Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are:  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children 
considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks 
involved;  and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding 
heroism  where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 


Awards 


A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  life  in  performance  of  an  act,  contributions  may 
be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  widow  until  she  remarries;  and  con¬ 
tributions  may  also  be  made  toward  the  support  and  education  of  the 
deceased  rescuer's  children.  If  the  rescuer  is  disabled  in  the  performance 
of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be  made  to  his  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer 
be  uninjured,  a  monetary  grant  may  nevertheless  be  made,  should  the 
Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee.  Con¬ 
tinuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance  and 
only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain 
respectable  members  of  their  communities. 
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Heroic  acts  recognized  during  1986 

Samuel  C.  Adair  saved  Neil  A.  MacKay  from  burning,  Sudbury,  Ontario, 
January  4,  1985.  MacKay,  76,  was  home  alone  when  fire  broke  out  in  his  liv¬ 
ing  room.  Adair,  37,  accountant,  visiting  in  a  house  across  the  street,  saw 
the  fire.  He  ran  to  MacKay's  house,  opened  the  front  door,  and,  despite  the 
thick  smoke  and  the  intense  heat  inside,  crawled  into  the  first-floor  hall  of 
the  dark  house.  Feeling  his  way  along  a  wall,  Adair  found  MacKay  on  the 
floor.  He  pulled  MacKay  to  his  feet  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  house  to 
safetY-  60810-7007 

Floyd  L.  Anderson  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  a 
possible  explosion,  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  January  23,  1986.  An  explosion 
and  fire  occurred  at  a  propane  gas  company's  distribution  facility,  setting 
fire  to  the  rear  of  a  fully  loaded,  2,500-gallon  tanker  truck.  A  jet  of  flames 
from  the  truck  struck  an  8,000-gallon  storage  tank  nearly  full  of  propane, 
threatening  to  cause  the  tank  to  explode.  Anderson,  55,  gas  company 
manager,  ran  from  his  nearby  office  and  drove  the  burning  truck  away  from 
the  facility  into  a  cornfield,  thereby  preventing  an  explosion  of  the  storage 
tank-  60947-7038 

Keith  Woodson  Anness  helped  to  save  Stewart  L.  Miller  from  burning, 
Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  June  29,  1985.  Stewart,  17,  lay  unconscious  on  the 
front  seat  of  his  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident.  Anness,  39,  electrician, 
working  nearby,  ran  to  the  car  and  tried  to  open  its  doors,  but  they  were 
jammed.  He  then  attempted  to  pull  Stewart  through  one  of  the  car's  windows 
when  he  saw  Stewart's  foot  caught  in  the  car's  pedals.  With  flames  entering 
the  car,  Anness  reached  inside  and  freed  the  foot.  Calling  for  help,  Anness 
was  joined  by  another  man,  and  the  two  reached  through  the  passenger 
window  and  pulled  Stewart  from  the  car.  They  dragged  Stewart  away  from 
the  car  seconds  before  it  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Stewart  was  treated  for 
minor  injuries,  from  which  he  recovered.  60523-6986 

Richard  Carlos  Barrera  helped  to  save  Jacob  LaCrue  from  drowning,  Pueblo, 
Colorado,  April  20,  1985.  When  Jacob,  13,  a  non-swimmer,  struggled  in  the 
deep  water  of  Runyon  Lake,  Richard,  14,  student,  jumped  into  the  lake  after 
him.  He  swam  to  Jacob  and  supported  him  as  they  were  carried  out  by  the 
swift  current  of  a  nearby  stream  that  emptied  into  the  lake.  Jacob  lost 
consciousness  and  submerged;  Richard  submerged  repeatedly  to  support 
him  from  below.  Two  men,  one  with  an  inner  tube,  then  swam  out  to  them 
and  returned  them  to  the  bank.  Richard  and  Jacob  both  required  hospital 
treatment  for  effects  of  the  ordeal.  60791-6956 
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Pierre  Barrette  saved  Francis  R.  Cournoyer  from  drowning,  Sherbrooke, 
Quebec,  April  12,  1984.  Francis,  4,  fell  from  a  wall  into  the  near-freezing  water 
of  the  Magog  River.  Barrette,  39,  unemployed  fire  fighter,  saw  Francis,  who 
was  submerged  and  unconscious  about  25  feet  from  the  bank.  Barrette 
jumped  fully  clothed  into  the  river  and  swam  to  him,  having  to  stroke  with 
only  one  arm  since  the  other  was  immobilized  in  a  splint.  At  Francis,  Barrette 
established  a  hold  on  him,  then,  using  his  disabled  arm,  returned  to  the 
bank.  Barrette's  bulky  clothing  hampered  his  progress.  On  the  bank,  Barrette 
revived  Francis,  who  was  hospitalized  overnight.  Barrette  was  nearly 
exhausted.  Both  recovered.  60458-6988 

Jeffrey  C.  Bennett  died  attempting  to  save  Lucosha  A.  Garner  from  being 
struck  by  a  train,  Sacramento,  California,  July  3,  1984.  When  her  parents' 
car  stalled  on  the  track  of  a  railroad  crossing,  Lucosha,  4,  was  trapped  in 
the  back  seat  by  her  foot,  which  was  wedged.  As  a  train  approached,  Bennett, 
21,  retail  manager,  left  his  car,  which  was  stopped  at  the  crossing,  and  ran 
to  the  Garner  vehicle,  where  he  attempted  to  free  Lucosha.  Despite  warnings 
of  the  train's  approach,  Bennett  remained  at  the  car,  which  was  struck  by 
the  train.  Lucosha  was  thrown  from  the  car  and  received  minor  injuries. 
Bennett  was  struck  by  the  car  and  killed.  59841-6958 

Alan  Benoit  attempted  to  rescue  Margaret  H.  Bolinger  from  burning,  Tempe, 
Arizona,  August  10,  1985.  Mrs.  Bolinger,  87,  was  at  home  when  fire  broke 
out  in  her  living  room.  Alerted  to  the  fire,  Benoit,  28,  photojournalist,  who 
was  Mrs.  Bolinger's  next-door  neighbor,  ran  to  Mrs.  Bolinger's  front  door  and 
saw  her  lying  on  the  floor  about  15  feet  into  the  house.  Despite  the  flames 
in  the  living  room,  intense  heat,  and  dense  smoke,  Benoit  crawled  through 
the  living  room  to  Mrs.  Bolinger  and  pulled  her  by  the  ankles  back  to  the 
door,  where  he  was  assisted  in  carrying  her  from  the  house.  Mrs.  Bolinger, 
who  was  severely  burned,  died  a  short  time  later.  Benoit  recovered  from  lesser 
burns.  60568-6989 

Kristine  E.  Boring  died  attempting  to  save  Susanna  G.  Foster  from  drowning, 
Marysville,  California,  June  14,  1984.  When  Susanna,  12,  slipped  from  a  rock 
into  chest-deep  water  of  the  Feather  River,  Kristine,  11,  student,  reached  out 
to  help  her  but  was  pulled  in  herself  by  the  force  of  the  current.  The  girls 
struggled  to  get  back  to  the  bank  but  were  swept  into  deep  water  at 
midstream.  A  teenager  swam  out  and  took  Susanna  back  to  the  bank,  but 
when  he  returned  for  Kristine,  she  had  submerged.  She  drowned. 

60815-6959 

John  B.  Boyarski  saved  Cathryn  R.  O'Brien  from  assault,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  August  8,  1985.  Cathryn,  15,  was  pulled  from  her  bicycle  by  a 
man  armed  with  a  gun.  The  assailant  then  attempted  to  drag  her  to  his  car. 
Boyarski,  41,  who  came  upon  the  scene  while  driving  a  port  authority  bus, 
saw  Cathryn  struggling  with  the  assailant.  He  stopped  the  bus  and  got  out. 
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The  assailant  fired  several  shots  at  Cathryn,  who  fled  when  the  assailant's 
attention  was  diverted  by  Boyarski.  Cathryn,  wounded  in  an  arm,  ran  to  the 
bus  and  climbed  aboard.  The  assailant  then  fired  three  shots  at  Boyarski  at 
close  range,  but  none  of  the  shots  struck  him.  Boyarski  went  back  to  his  bus. 
The  assailant  fled  but  was  apprehended  shortly  by  police.  Cathryn  was 
hospitalized  for  her  gunshot  wound.  60621-7036 

Mary  Elizabeth  Brayboy  saved  Claude  A.  Triche  and  Ray  O.  Elwood  from 
assault,  Carville,  Louisiana,  March  29,  1984.  Triche,  57,  and  Elwood,  51,  were 
in  an  office  with  a  co-worker,  Mrs.  Brayboy,  44,  editorial  clerk.  Another  co¬ 
worker,  who  was  angered,  entered  the  office  with  a  handgun,  which  he 
aimed  at  Elwood  and  Triche.  Mrs.  Brayboy  lunged  at  the  gunman,  pushing 
the  weapon  down  as  it  fired,  but  the  bullet  struck  Elwood  in  the  calf.  The 
gunman  then  pulled  the  trigger  again,  but  the  gun  did  not  fire.  While  the 
gunman  was  attempting  to  put  another  bullet  in  the  gun,  Mrs.  Brayboy  placed 
herself  between  the  gunman  and  the  other  two  men  and  pushed  him  out 
of  the  office.  He  fled.  Mrs.  Brayboy  provided  first  aid  to  Elwood,  who  was 
hospitalized  for  his  wound;  he  recovered.  60614-6970 

William  R.  Burns  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Richard  A.  DeRuiter  from 
suffocation,  Radcliff,  Kentucky,  July  5,  1985.  DeRuiter,  28,  was  rendered 
unconscious  while  working  in  a  sewer  lift  station  25  feet  below  ground  level, 
and  his  co-worker  was  overcome  when  he  attempted  a  rescue.  Burns,  34, 
police  officer,  went  to  the  scene  in  response  to  a  call  for  help.  He  immediately 
entered  the  station,  in  which  there  were  gases  present,  to  attempt  a  rescue, 
as  did  another  man  who  arrived  shortly.  All  four  men  were  asphyxiated. 

60499-7068 

Joseph  A.  Callicott  died  saving  David  S.  Schlemeyer  from  being  struck  by 
a  moving  vehicle.  Midland,  Texas,  August  3,  1984.  Schlemeyer,  25,  was 
traveling  on  an  interstate  highway  when  his  vehicle  left  the  road  and  came 
to  a  stop  on  an  adjacent  service  road.  He  emerged,  dazed,  from  his  wrecked 
vehicle  and  attempted  to  walk  back  to  the  interstate  for  help.  Meanwhile, 
Callicott,  64,  truck  driver,  had  parked  his  rig  along  the  interstate  and  went 
toward  Schlemeyer.  A  speeding  car  approached  on  the  service  road; 
Schlemeyer  was  in  its  path.  Callicott  yelled  to  Schlemeyer,  then  ran  in  front 
of  the  car  and  pushed  Schlemeyer  to  the  side.  The  car  struck  and  killed 
Callicott.  60116-7008 

Forrest  W.  Chambers  died  helping  to  save  Luisa  Marquez  from  drowning, 
Cape  Canaveral,  Florida,  March  17,  1985.  Luisa,  9,  was  playing  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  when  a  strong  current  pulled  her  into  deeper  water.  Chambers,  51, 
technical  director,  fishing  from  a  nearby  jetty,  jumped  into  the  water  after 
Luisa  called  for  help.  He  swam  to  Luisa,  took  hold  of  her,  and  attempted 
to  swim  back  to  the  jetty.  When  Luisa  sank  beneath  the  water's  surface, 
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Chambers  reached  down  and  pulled  her  back  up.  Chambers  then  lost  con¬ 
sciousness.  Luisa,  who  maintained  a  hold  on  Chambers,  was  rescued  by  a 
passing  boater.  Chambers,  who  was  also  pulled  aboard,  could  not  be  revived. 

60319-7009 

Paul  A.  Christensen  saved  Kathleen  M.  Gautier  from  burning,  Nesconset, 
New  York,  January  15,  1985.  Mrs.  Gautier,  22,  sat  dazed  in  her  burning  station 
wagon  after  a  highway  accident.  Christensen,  52,  security  officer,  was  driving 
by  when  he  saw  the  burning  car.  He  stopped  his  car  and  ran  to  the  driver's 
door  of  Mrs.  Gautier's  car,  but,  driven  back  by  flames,  he  could  not  open 
it.  Christensen  then  ran  to  the  other  side  of  the  car,  where  he  opened  the 
passenger  door.  Despite  flames  which  had  entered  through  the  rear  of  the 
car,  he  extended  his  upper  body  across  the  front  seat,  seized  Mrs.  Gautier, 
and  pulled  her  out.  Moments  later  flames  engulfed  the  car.  Mrs.  Gautier 
was  treated  for  her  injuries,  and  she  fully  recovered.  60171-7010 

Riley  Christmas,  Sr.,  helped  to  save  George  G.  Mitchell  from  suffocation, 
Cambridge,  Maryland,  September  17,  1985.  Mitchell,  38,  collapsed  in  an 
oxygen-deficient  hold  of  a  barge  on  which  he  was  working.  Despite  being 
informed  of  the  danger,  Christmas,  46,  crane  operator,  and  another  man 
descended  into  the  hold,  grasped  Mitchell,  and  dragged  him  to  a  point  below 
the  hold's  opening.  Christmas  and  the  other  man  then  collapsed.  Co-workers 
of  the  men  forced  fresh  air  into  the  hold,  then  worked  together  to  remove 
them.  Christmas,  Mitchell,  and  the  other  man  were  taken  to  the  hospital 
for  treatment,  and  they  recovered.  60803-7035 

Daniel  J.  Clements  helped  to  save  Richard  C.  Barrera  and  Jacob  LaCrue  from 
drowning,  Pueblo,  Colorado,  April  20,  1985.  When  Jacob,  13,  a  non-swimmer, 
struggled  in  the  deep  water  of  Runyon  Lake,  Richard,  14,  jumped  in  after 
him.  Both  were  swept  out  into  the  lake  by  a  swift  current,  and  Jacob  lost 
consciousness.  Fishing  nearby,  Clements,  31,  welder,  jumped  into  the  lake 
and  swam  about  175  feet  to  the  boys.  Fighting  the  current,  he  began  to  swim 
back  to  the  bank,  Richard  holding  onto  his  arm  with  one  hand  and  onto 
Jacob  with  the  other.  Another  man  swam  out  with  an  inner  tube,  to  which 
Clements  and  Richard  held  as  they  kicked  and  paddled  to  the  bank,  Jacob 
in  tow.  Richard,  Jacob,  and  Clements  all  required  hospital  treatment  for  effects 
of  the  ordeal.  60376-6957 

James  S.  Clevenger  died  attempting  to  save  Farmer  Howard,  James  B.  Salyer, 
and  Terry  D.  Puckett  from  suffocation,  Salyersville,  Kentucky,  October  18, 
1984.  Salyer,  46,  and  Puckett,  17,  were  rendered  unconscious  in  a  sewer  shaft 
after  they  had  entered  it  to  save  Howard,  44,  who  was  overcome  while 
working  in  the  shaft.  Informed  of  the  accident,  Clevenger,  44,  janitor,  ran 
to  the  shaft  and,  despite  attempts  by  others  to  restrain  him,  entered  it.  He 
climbed  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  where  he  grasped  Salyer  and  attempted 
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to  climb  back  up.  He  too  was  overcome  by  gas,  and  he  collapsed.  Rescuers 
later  pulled  the  four  men  from  the  shaft.  Salyer,  who  never  regained  con¬ 
sciousness,  died  10  months  later.  Clevenger  and  Howard  could  not  be  revived. 
Puckett  was  revived,  and  he  recovered.  60010-7026 

Kerry  E.  Cochran  rescued  Eugene  P.  Munday  from  burning,  Knightstown, 
Indiana,  February  20,  1985.  Munday,  58,  was  aflame  in  the  burning  cab  of 
his  tractor-trailer  after  a  highway  accident.  Driving  by,  Cochran,  30, 
coalhandler,  ran  to  Munday 's  truck  and,  despite  dense  smoke  and  intense 
heat,  climbed  up  to  the  opened  driver's  door  where,  with  difficulty,  he  pulled 
Munday  from  the  cab.  They  fell  to  the  pavement,  and  Cochran  extinguished 
the  fire  on  Munday's  body  with  his  hands.  After  helping  to  take  Munday 
to  safety,  Cochran  drove  to  call  for  help,  then  went  to  the  hospital,  where 
he  was  treated  for  second-degree  burns  on  his  hands.  Munday  was 
hospitalized  for  extensive  and  disabling  burns.  60275-6971 

James  E.  Crandall  saved  Marc-Andre  Labrie  from  drowning,  Kenora, 
Ontario,  June  5,  1985.  After  Labrie,  29,  jumped  from  a  bridge  into  the  swift, 
cold  water  of  the  Winnipeg  River,  Crandall,  55,  mechanical  supervisor, 
jumped  in  after  him.  Crandall  dived  and  found  Labrie  anchoring  himself 
to  a  log  on  the  bottom  of  the  20-foot-deep  river.  In  an  ensuing  struggle, 
Crandall  broke  Labrie  free  and  took  him  to  the  surface.  As  Labrie  ceased 
struggling,  Crandall  swam  with  him  about  100  feet  toward  the  bank  before 
tiring.  Labrie  then  swam  the  rest  of  the  way  and  was  helped  from  the  water 
by  onlookers.  Crandall  swam  to  the  bank  and  collapsed.  Both  men  were 
hospitalized  for  hypothermia,  and  additionally  Crandall  suffered  strained 
chest  muscles,  from  which  he  recovered.  60487-6990 

Michael  D.  Croft  rescued  Joseph  S.  Marino  from  burning,  Cheektowaga, 
New  York,  March  10,  1986.  Marino,  84,  was  alone  in  his  house  when  fire 
broke  out  in  the  living  room.  A  neighbor,  Croft,  40,  off-duty  police  officer, 
saw  the  fire  and  ran  to  Marino's  house.  Croft  entered  the  house  through  an 
attached  garage  and,  despite  dense  smoke  which  greatly  limited  his  visibility, 
located  Marino,  who  was  lying  semi-conscious  on  the  floor.  Croft  dragged 
Marino  to  the  garage,  where  he  was  helped  by  another  man  in  carrying 
Marino  from  the  house.  Marino,  hospitalized  for  second-  and  third-degree 
burns  and  smoke  inhalation,  died  a  week  later.  Croft  was  treated  for  smoke 
inhalation,  and  he  fully  recovered.  61038-7047 

Danny  Cummings  died  attempting  to  save  Richard  A.  DeRuiter  from 
suffocation,  Radcliff,  Kentucky,  July  5,  1985.  DeRuiter,  28,  was  rendered 
unconscious  while  working  in  a  sewer  lift  station  25  feet  below  ground  level. 
His  co-worker,  Cummings,  27,  waste  water  treatment  plant  supervisor,  alerted 
help  from  a  passing  motorist  then  entered  the  station  for  him.  Two  other 
men  arrived  and  entered  the  station  in  a  rescue  attempt,  but  they,  as  well 
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as  Cummings,  were  overcome  by  gases  present  in  the  station.  All  four  men 
were  asphyxiated.  60497-7067 

Darryl  Lindsay  Curran  rescued  Justin  E.  Kellom  and  Dallas  C.  McRae  from 
burning,  Escondido,  California,  October  2,  1985.  Justin,  2,  and  Dallas,  11, 
were  trapped  in  a  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident.  Curran,  33,  general 
contractor,  saw  the  accident  and  approached  the  car  as  flames  fed  on  its  front, 
rear,  and  underside.  Reaching  through  the  opened  passenger  door,  Curran 
released  Justin's  seat  belt,  pulled  him  from  the  car,  then  carried  him  to  safety. 
As  flames  increased,  Curran  returned  to  the  car  and  entered  it.  He 
disentangled  Dallas,  who  was  unconscious,  from  the  steering  wheel  and  took 
him  to  safety  moments  before  flames  engulfed  the  car's  interior.  Both  boys 
sustained  injuries  in  the  accident,  and  Dallas  received  second-  and  third- 
degree  burns.  They  recovered.  60733-7030 

Raymond  R.  Dawley,  Jr.,  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Richard  A.  DeRuiter 
from  suffocation,  Radcliff,  Kentucky,  July  5,  1985.  DeRuiter,  28,  was  rendered 
unconscious  while  working  in  a  sewer  lift  station  25  feet  below  ground  level, 
and  two  other  men  were  overcome  when  they  attempted  a  rescue.  Dawley, 
37,  water  district  assistant  manager,  went  to  the  scene  in  response  to  a  call 
for  help.  He  immediately  descended  a  ladder  into  the  station,  in  which  there 
were  gases  present.  Dawley  grasped  one  of  the  unconscious  men  and  took 
him  toward  the  ladder  before  losing  his  grip  on  the  man.  Dawley  was 
overcome.  He,  DeRuiter,  and  the  other  two  men  were  asphyxiated. 

60498-7069 

Gregory  W.  Dickens  attempted  to  save  Anthony  W.  Lamb  and  Morris  A. 
Neeley  from  suffocation,  Winona,  Texas,  May  29,  1985.  After  Lamb,  24,  was 
rendered  unconscious  while  working  in  a  sewer,  Neeley,  49,  entered  the  sewer 
to  save  him  and  was  also  overcome.  Gregory,  16,  high  school  student,  was 
alerted  and  went  to  the  scene.  Taking  a  rope,  he  entered  the  sewer's  manhole 
and  descended  on  a  ladder  that  extended  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  in  which 
Lamb  and  Neeley  lay.  As  he  was  attaching  the  rope  to  Neeley,  Gregory  was 
rendered  unconscious.  A  chemical  company  laborer  who  had  arrived  tied 
a  rope  around  his  chest;  as  his  foreman  at  ground  level  held  the  other  end 
of  the  rope,  the  laborer  descended  the  shaft,  tied  Gregory's  rope  around 
Neeley,  and  returned  to  the  surface,  where  he  and  the  foreman  pulled  Neeley 
from  the  shaft.  In  a  similar  manner,  the  laborer  and  his  foreman  removed 
Gregory  and  then  Lamb.  Gregory  and  Neeley  recovered  after  hospitalization, 
but  Lamb  died.  60418-7021 

Patrick  Doland  helped  to  save  Alex  Randell,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Boca  Raton, 
Florida,  September  10, 1985.  When  a  dike  broke  at  a  construction  site,  Randell, 
41,  a  non-swimmer,  was  washed  400  feet  into  a  large  storm  sewer.  He  stopped 
in  the  water-filled  pipe  in  an  area  containing  a  three-inch  air  pocket  in  which 
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he  could  breathe  and  call  out  for  help.  A  co-worker,  Doland,  35,  heavy 
equipment  operator,  heard  Randell.  After  tying  a  rope  around  himself, 
Doland  entered  the  pipe  through  the  closest  manhole,  which  was  40  feet 
away  from  Randell,  and,  breathing  in  the  very  narrow  space  between  the 
water  and  the  top  of  the  pipe,  he  swam  to  Randell.  When  a  struggle  ensued, 
Doland's  co-workers  pulled  him  back  to  the  manhole.  Still  hearing  Randell's 
cries,  Doland  again  entered  the  pipe,  in  which  there  was  no  visibility,  and 
swam  to  Randell.  They  grasped  each  other  as  they  were  pulled  back  to  the 
manhole.  Others  pulled  Randell  to  ground  level,  and  he  was  hospitalized 
for  his  injuries.  60748-7037 

Gloria  Duncan  rescued  Kathy  C.  Tom  from  assault,  Pinchi,  British 
Columbia,  May  14,  1984.  Mrs.  Tom,  28,  was  being  stabbed  repeatedly  by  an 
enraged  man  as  they  struggled  along  a  rural  road.  Mrs.  Duncan,  27,  pre¬ 
school  teacher,  was  driving  by  when  she  saw  the  struggle.  She  stopped  her 
truck  and,  despite  being  given  threatening  gestures  by  the  assailant,  who 
was  sitting  atop  Mrs.  Tom,  attempted  to  grab  his  arms.  He  pushed  her  away. 
Mrs.  Duncan  then  grabbed  the  assailant's  weapon  hand,  pushed  him  off  Mrs. 
Tom,  then  held  him  down  until  Mrs.  Tom  fled.  Mrs.  Tom  was  hospitalized 
for  her  extensive  wounds.  60135-6972 

Steven  Roy  Edmonson  rescued  Joshua  L.  and  Jonah  L.  Jasper  from  burning. 
La  Grange,  Georgia,  December  17,  1985.  Brothers  Joshua,  3,  and  Jonah,  1, 
were  inside  the  cab  of  a  tractor-trailer  that  was  parked  at  a  weighing  station 
when  fire  broke  out  in  the  cab  and  filled  it  with  dense  smoke.  Alerted  to 
the  fire,  Edmonson,  31,  transportation  enforcement  officer,  tried  to  open  the 
driver's  door,  but  it  was  locked.  After  prying  open  a  vent  and  rolling  down 
the  door's  window,  Edmonson  climbed  into  the  cab  and,  unable  to  see 
because  of  the  smoke,  felt  for  the  boys.  Flames  rolled  above  him.  Locating 
Joshua  in  an  attached  sleeping  berth,  Edmonson  passed  him  outside  to  others 
and  left  the  cab.  Learning  that  Jonah  was  still  inside,  Edmonson  re-entered 
as  flames  issued  from  the  driver's  window.  He  found  Jonah  behind  the 
driver's  seat  and  passed  him  outside.  Edmonson  then  dived  from  the  cab, 
which  moments  later  became  fully  engulfed  in  flames.  Joshua  died  two  days 
later  of  severe  burns.  Jonah  and  Edmonson  recovered  from  smoke  inhalation 
and  lesser  burns.  60834-7053 

David  M.  Enyeart  rescued  James  K.  Bellman  from  burning,  Lynnwood, 
Washington,  November  5,  1984.  Bellman,  29,  lay  unconscious  in  a  bedroom 
of  his  burning  house.  His  neighbor,  Enyeart,  30,  carpet  installer,  was  alerted. 
Despite  dense  smoke  and  intense  heat  in  the  bedroom,  Enyeart  climbed 
through  one  of  the  windows  in  the  room,  grabbed  Bellman  by  the  waist, 
and  dragged  him  back  to  the  window  as  flames  were  spreading  throughout 
the  house.  Although  outweighed  by  Bellman,  Enyeart  lifted  him  up  to  the 
window  and  pushed  him  out  before  escaping  through  the  window  himself. 
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Enyeart  and  a  neighbor  then  dragged  Bellman  away.  Both  Bellman  and 
Enyeart  required  hospital  treatment  for  burns  and  smoke  inhalation,  and 
they  recovered.  60032-7011 

Bertha  Flores  died  attempting  to  rescue  Victor  S.  Flores  II  from  burning, 
Brawley,  California,  February  15,  1984.  Victor,  five  months  old,  was  asleep 
on  the  second  floor  of  a  two-story,  private  group  home  for  adolescent  girls 
when  fire  broke  out  on  the  first  floor.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Flores,  30,  a  temporary 
houseparent  at  the  home,  awakened  and  went  downstairs,  where  she  alerted 
two  of  the  home's  residents,  who  then  fled.  Mrs.  Flores  returned  upstairs 
for  Victor.  Their  bodies  were  later  found  by  fire  fighters;  they  had  died  of 
smoke  inhalation.  59864-6973 

Michael  L.  Foreman  saved  Justin  R.  Jones  from  assault,  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  January  1,  1986.  Justin,  nine  months  old,  was  in  his  family's 
apartment  when  a  man  assaulted  Justin's  mother  with  a  knife.  Injured,  the 
mother  ran  from  the  building  calling  for  help.  Hearing  the  mother's  screams. 
Foreman,  31,  attorney,  left  his  nearby  house  and  entered  the  apartment, 
where  he  found  that  Justin  had  been  repeatedly  stabbed  by  the  man.  Foreman 
disarmed  the  man  and  carried  Justin  outside  to  his  mother.  Justin  was 
hospitalized  in  critical  condition,  and  he  recovered.  60943-7031 

Mark  Alan  Foss  died  helping  to  save  Jeanice  Cooper  from  drowning,  South 
Haven,  Michigan,  July  4,  1985.  Jeanice,  12,  was  playing  near  shore  in  the 
high  waves  of  Fake  Michigan  with  Mark,  14,  student,  and  another  youth. 
When  the  three  were  swept  out  to  deeper  water  by  a  strong  current,  Jeanice 
floundered.  Rather  than  return  to  shore,  Mark  swam  to  Jeanice  and  held  her 
head  above  the  water.  A  lifeguard  who  had  been  summoned  by  the  other 
youth  rescued  Jeanice,  but  Mark  could  not  be  seen.  He  drowned. 

60605-7012 

Arthur  J.  Foucault  rescued  Matthew  C.D.  Larson  from  burning,  Orlando, 
Florida,  March  11,  1986.  Matthew,  1,  was  sleeping  in  his  second-floor  bed¬ 
room  when  fire  broke  out  in  the  carpet  near  his  crib.  Foucault,  61,  semi-retired 
business  consultant  who  lived  next  door,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  and  ran  to 
the  house.  After  three  attempts,  Foucault,  clad  only  in  shorts,  entered 
Matthew's  smoke-filled  room,  where  he  removed  Matthew  from  his  crib  and 
took  him  downstairs  to  safety.  Matthew  suffered  multiple  burns,  to  which 
he  succumbed  18  days  later.  Foucault  was  treated  for  second-degree  burns 
to  one  foot.  61067-7063 

Kurt  Lee  Gain  saved  two  boys  from  drowning,  Anchorage,  Alaska, 
September  8,  1984.  David  J.  Stokes,  11,  and  his  brothers  Dathon  T.,  5,  and 
Daniel  S.,  8,  were  with  their  father  and  two  others  in  a  canoe  on  Jewel  Lake 
when  the  canoe  capsized  about  170  feet  from  the  bank,  throwing  them  into 
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the  cold  water.  From  the  bank.  Gain,  18,  swam  out  to  the  canoe,  which  he 
tried  without  success  to  right.  He  then  grabbed  two  of  the  boys  and  began 
to  swim  with  them  to  the  bank.  En  route,  he  became  numb  and  tired  and 
called  out  for  help,  then  touched  bottom  and  waded  the  remainder  of  the 
way.  Gain  and  both  boys  were  treated  at  a  hospital  for  exposure,  and  they 
recovered.  59972-6974 

Abel  O.  Garcia  helped  to  save  James  A.  Chambers  from  drowning,  Freeport, 
Texas,  June  4,  1984.  James,  12,  and  his  cousin  were  in  the  Brazos  River  near 
its  juncture  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Fishing  nearby,  Garcia,  26,  chemical 
technician,  heard  screams  for  help  and  saw  the  boys  in  the  water.  He 
immediately  ran  into  the  river  and  threw  a  rope  toward  them,  but  it  fell  short. 
Garcia  then  swam  to  James  and,  after  a  brief  struggle,  established  a  hold 
on  him.  He  took  James  to  a  group  of  men  linked  arm  in  arm  near  the  bank; 
the  men  removed  James  from  the  water.  Garcia  attempted  to  swim  the 
remaining  distance,  but  the  current  pulled  him  back  out  into  the  river.  A 
passing  boat  rescued  Garcia,  who,  like  James,  was  exhausted  but  uninjured. 

60451-7040 

Charles  R.  Gedney,  Jr.,  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from 
a  falling  pole,  Seattle,  Washington,  October  3,  1985.  Gedney,  47,  sales  agent, 
was  in  the  doorway  of  an  office  when  he  saw  a  wooden  telephone  pole, 
fractured  in  an  earlier  accident,  begin  to  sway.  Believing  the  pole  might  fall 
onto  the  adjacent  busy  highway,  Gedney  ran  into  the  street,  waving  his  arms 
to  warn  oncoming  motorists.  Several  approaching  vehicles  stopped  as  the 
pole  fell  across  the  highway,  striking  Gedney.  Gedney  was  hospitalized 
for  extensive  injuries,  including  a  fractured  skull  and  broken  vertebrae. 

60686-6991 

Alan  Goldstein  died  helping  to  rescue  Kari  A.  Swenson  from  assault.  Big 
Sky,  Montana,  July  16,  1984.  Miss  Swenson,  22,  was  jogging  in  Gallatin 
National  Forest  when  she  was  abducted  by  two  armed  men,  who  then  kept 
her  chained  to  a  tree  overnight  in  their  remote  camp.  Goldstein,  36,  ranch 
foreman,  had  joined  a  search  party  which  formed  when  Miss  Swenson  was 
reported  missing,  and  early  the  next  morning  he  and  a  partner  came  upon 
the  abductors'  camp.  Though  warned  by  Miss  Swenson  that  the  men  were 
armed,  Goldstein  remained  at  the  scene,  taking  cover,  and  called  for  help 
over  his  radio.  When  he  pulled  out  his  gun  and  told  the  abductors  to 
surrender,  one  of  them  raised  his  rifle  and  shot  Goldstein,  killing  him.  The 
abductors  fled,  leaving  Miss  Swenson  behind.  Miss  Swenson,  rescued  by 
police  who  were  led  to  the  scene  by  the  partner,  was  hospitalized  for  a 
gunshot  wound  inflicted  by  the  abductors  during  her  ordeal.  She  recovered. 

60070-6961 
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Benny  Gracy  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Charles  W.  and  Billy  J.  Christmas 
from  drowning,  Rockwall,  Texas,  April  27,  1985.  Charles,  94,  and  his  son 

Billy  were  passengers  in  a  car  that  was  stranded  by  the  rising  floodwaters 
of  Buffalo  Creek.  Gracy,  32,  sanitation  company  operations  manager  who 
was  also  chief  of  the  volunteer  fire  department,  responded  to  the  scene, 
where  he  waded  to  the  car  to  assist  a  deputy  sheriff  who  had  secured  a  hold 
on  Charles.  Before  Gracy  and  the  deputy  could  remove  Charles,  the  force 
of  the  water  lifted  the  car  and  pulled  it  into  the  creek,  where  it  lodged  against 
the  opening  of  a  300-foot-long  culvert.  Charles  drowned.  Gracy,  Billy,  and 
the  deputy  were  pulled  by  the  current  through  the  culvert.  Billy  and  the 
deputy  were  able  to  leave  the  creek,  but  Gracy  drowned.  60367-7004 

Samuel  M.  Graves,  Sr.,  died  after  attempting  to  save  a  child  from  burning, 
Brighton,  Alabama,  January  5,  1985.  Graves,  60,  maintenance  engineer,  was 
visiting  a  neighborhood  in  which  a  mobile  home  caught  fire.  After  assisting 
its  occupants  to  flee.  Graves  entered  the  trailer  to  search  for  a  child  who  was 
reported  to  be  inside.  He  emerged  moments  later,  his  clothing  aflame.  Graves 
suffered  third-degree  burns  to  82  percent  of  his  body  and  died  27  days  later. 

60248-6975 

David  Rollin  Haire  rescued  George  P.  and  Celene  A.  Yokich  from  runaway 
boxcars,  Northfield,  Michigan,  October  3,  1985.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yokich,  both 
68,  were  crossing  a  railroad  track  when  their  car  was  struck  by  two  runaway 
boxcars.  Haire,  37,  state  policeman,  saw  the  accident  and,  as  the  car  was  being 
pushed  down  the  track,  decided  to  attempt  to  stop  the  boxcars  before  they 
reached  a  narrow  bridge  about  a  mile  away.  Haire  sped  to  the  bridge,  parked, 
and  ran  toward  the  approaching  boxcars.  When  he  met  the  lead  car,  Haire 
seized  its  handrail  and  jumped  aboard.  He  located  a  manual  brake  and 
applied  it,  immediately  slowing  the  boxcars,  which  then  stopped  just  past 
the  bridge.  The  Yokiches  were  freed  from  their  car  and  hospitalized;  Yokich 
recovered  from  multiple  injuries,  but  his  wife  died  shortly.  Haire  recovered 
from  a  strained  shoulder.  60676-6992 

Bradley  S.  Hall  saved  Roland  F.  Winters,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Placentia, 
California,  December  22,  1985.  Winters,  43,  who  was  handicapped,  was  in 
a  bedroom  of  his  house  when  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjacent  living  room. 
An  overnight  guest  of  the  Winters  family,  Bradley,  16,  high  school  student, 
escaped  through  a  bedroom  window,  then  re-entered  the  house  through  a 
side  door  to  search  for  Winters.  Despite  thick  smoke  which  limited  visibility, 
Bradley  crawled  28  feet  into  the  house,  where  he  found  Winters  on  the  floor 
of  the  laundry  room,  four  feet  from  flames  that  filled  adjoining  rooms.  Bradley 
dragged  him  from  the  house  to  safety.  Winters  recovered  from  minor  burns. 

60837-7066 
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Nolan  Harold  Harbar  died  attempting  to  save  Ovid  B.  Eng  from  drowning. 
Port  Renfrew,  British  Columbia,  January  19,  1985.  Eng,  22,  a  non-swimmer, 
stood  on  exposed  rocks  in  an  inlet  off  Juan  de  Fuca  Strait  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
when  a  wave  washed  him  into  the  water.  A  friend,  Harbar,  21,  jumped  from 
the  rocks  into  the  frigid  water  and  swam  to  Eng.  Despite  rough  water 
conditions  and  a  strong  tidal  current,  Harbar  grasped  Eng  and  swam  with 
him  toward  shore.  They  disappeared  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
were  not  seen  again.  60185-6963 

Oscar  E.  Harper  saved  Jason  M.  Thomas  from  assault,  Athens,  Georgia, 
September  7,  1985.  Jason,  4,  was  in  his  mobile  home  when  an  enraged  man 
shot  and  killed  his  mother  in  their  front  yard.  A  neighbor,  Harper,  42, 
carpenter,  heard  the  shots,  then  saw  Jason  run  outside  into  the  yard.  Harper 
ran  to  Jason,  picked  him  up,  and  began  to  run  back  to  his  home  when  the 
man  took  aim  at  them.  Harper  and  Jason  hid  behind  a  parked  car  as  the 
man  fired,  just  missing  them.  The  man  fired  again  as  Harper  ran  with  Jason 
to  the  safety  of  Harper's  home.  60654-6976 

Leatrice  Harrison  rescued  Jametta  T.  Harrison  from  burning.  Greenwood, 
South  Carolina,  February  1,  1985.  Jametta,  3,  and  her  sister  Leatrice,  10, 
student,  were  sleeping  in  a  bedroom  of  their  grandmother's  house  when 
fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen.  Leatrice  awoke,  discovered  the  fire,  and  told 
Jametta  to  follow  her  from  the  house.  Leatrice  then  awakened  two  small 
cousins  who  were  in  the  house  and  took  them  to  safety  before  realizing  that 
Jametta  was  still  inside.  Leatrice  re-entered  the  burning  house  and  found 
Jametta  surrounded  by  flames  in  the  bedroom.  She  entered  the  flames,  picked 
up  Jametta,  and  carried  her  outside.  Jametta  was  hospitalized  for  second- 
and  third-degree  burns;  she  recovered.  Leatrice  was  hospitalized  for  24  days 
for  second-  and  third-degree  burns  on  her  face  and  third-degree  burns  on 
both  hands  and  arms.  60363-701 3 

Benjamin  Franklin  Hays  helped  to  save  Benny  O.  Glover  from  burning, 
Santo,  Texas,  November  11,  1984.  When  his  tractor-trailer  hauling  8,000  gallons 
of  raw  gasoline  overturned  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident,  Glover, 
44,  sat  pinned  behind  the  steering  wheel.  Hays,  47,  office  manager,  who  had 
been  traveling  nearby,  ran  to  the  cab  with  his  father  and  stood  near  flames 
as  they  attempted  to  remove  Glover  through  the  broken-out  windshield.  As 
flames  and  smoke  increased,  Hays  climbed  atop  the  burning  cab,  opened 
the  passenger  door,  and  lowered  himself  into  the  cab,  where  he  lifted  Glover 
partially  through  the  windshield  to  Hays's  father.  Hays  then  climbed  from 
the  cab  and,  helped  by  his  father,  pull  Glover  out  of  the  cab  and  away  from 
the  truck  seconds  before  an  explosion  engulfed  the  cab  in  flames.  Glover 
was  hospitalized  for  his  injuries,  and  he  recovered.  61110-7044 
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James  T.  Hays  helped  to  save  Benny  O.  Glover  from  burning,  Santo,  Texas, 
November  11,  1984.  When  his  tractor-trailer  hauling  8,000  gallons  of  raw 
gasoline  overturned  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident,  Glover,  44,  sat 
pinned  behind  the  steering  wheel.  Hays,  77,  retired  pipeline  supervisor,  who 
had  been  traveling  nearby,  ran  to  the  cab  with  his  son  and  stood  near  flames 
as  they  attempted  to  remove  Glover  through  the  broken-out  windshield.  As 
flames  and  smoke  increased,  Hays's  son  climbed  into  the  cab  and  lifted  Glover 
partially  through  the  windshield.  With  help  from  his  son,  Hays  pulled  Glover 
out  of  the  cab  and  away  from  the  truck  seconds  before  an  explosion  engulfed 
the  cab  in  flames.  Glover  was  hospitalized  for  his  injuries,  and  he  recovered. 

60219-7043 

John  A.  Hild,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  Mary  L.  McPherson  from  burning,  Fallston, 
Maryland,  August  7,  1985.  Seven  months  pregnant,  Mrs.  McPherson,  27,  was 
trapped  in  her  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident  involving  two  trucks. 
Hild,  28,  truck  driver,  approached  her  car  as  flames  issued  along  its  driver's 
side,  the  door  of  which  he  found  jammed.  Grasping  the  door's  window 
frame,  Hild  pulled,  breaking  the  glass.  With  flames  inside  the  car,  Hild 
reached  in,  unfastened  Mrs.  McPherson's  seat  belt,  and  tried,  unsuccessfully, 
to  pull  her  out.  Another  man  joined  Hild,  but  together  they  could  not  pull 
her  out.  The  man  then  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  car,  where  he  and  a 
third  man  pulled  Mrs.  McPherson  through  the  passenger  window  as  Hild 
pushed  from  the  driver's  side.  Hild  and  the  other  men  then  carried  Mrs. 
McPherson  to  safety  moments  before  the  interior  of  the  car  was  engulfed 
in  flames.  Hild  was  treated  for  cuts  and  back  strain,  and  he  recovered.  Mrs. 
McPherson  recovered  from  cuts  and  bruises  and  a  month  later  gave  birth 
to  a  healthy  baby  boy.  60625-7014 

Freddie  M.  Hill,  Jr.,  saved  Johnnie  Bryant,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Albany, 
Georgia,  June  28,  1983.  Johnnie,  14,  was  swimming  with  his  Boy  Scout  troop 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Hint  River  and  Kinchafoonee  Creek  when  the  current 
in  the  creek  suddenly  increased.  Unable  to  swim  against  it,  Johnnie  yelled 
for  help.  Freddie,  14,  high  school  student,  dived  into  the  creek  and  swam 
200  feet  to  Johnnie,  who  was  being  carried  away  by  the  river  current.  He 
obtained  a  lifesaving  hold  on  Johnnie  and  swam  downstream  with  him  until 
they  were  able  to  anchor  themselves  to  a  large  rock  near  the  river  bank.  After 
reaching  the  bank  himself,  Freddie  pulled  Johnnie  in.  60187-7017 

James  L.  Hoban  III  saved  Daniel  P.  Lynch  from  drowning,  Chincoteague, 
Virginia,  July  7,  1985.  Lynch,  20,  struggled  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  about  a 
mile  from  shore.  Hoban,  33,  office  manager,  observed  Lynch's  plight,  and, 
despite  the  fact  that  he  was  recovering  from  hand  surgery,  obtained  an  air 
mattress  and  swam  to  Lynch.  He  pushed  Lynch  onto  the  mattress,  then  swam 
back  to  shore,  towing  the  mattress.  Hoban  was  exhausted  and  required 
oxygen,  but  he  recovered.  60477-6977 
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Michael  R.  Howell  saved  Lucille  E.  Thompson  from  drowning,  Spokane, 
Washington,  March  19,  1984.  Mrs.  Thompson,  63,  who  could  not  swim,  was 
caught  in  the  swift  current  of  the  Spokane  River.  Howell,  38,  fruit  farm 
foreman,  waded  into  the  river  and  swam  to  Mrs.  Thompson.  As  Mrs. 
Thompson  was  sinking,  Howell  pulled  her  to  the  surface  and  swam  with 
her  to  a  tree  near  the  bank  at  a  point  about  a  quarter-mile  downstream  from 
where  he  had  entered  the  water.  Howell  and  Mrs.  Thompson  were  removed 
from  the  river  by  others.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  hospitalized  for  effects  of  her 
ordeal,  and  she  recovered.  60741-7029 

Maura  Jane  Isbell  saved  Hugh  Cunningham  from  suffocation,  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  November  12,  1985.  Cunningham,  83,  was  in  the  bedroom  of 
his  second-floor  apartment  when  fire  broke  out  and  filled  the  room  with 
smoke.  Disoriented,  he  cried  out  for  help.  Miss  Isbell,  27,  graphic  artist,  who 
lived  in  the  first-floor  apartment,  heard  Cunningham.  She  went  to  his  door 
and  found  the  stairwell  filled  with  dense  smoke.  Repelled  by  the  smoke  on 
her  first  attempt.  Miss  Isbell  returned  to  the  stairs,  climbed  them  on  her  hands 
and  knees,  and  guided  by  Cunningham,  crawled  through  the  second-floor 
hall  to  him.  She  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  downstairs  to  safety. 
Cunningham  was  hospitalized  for  a  week  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  he 
recovered.  60771-7018 

Kenneth  Levi  Jackson  saved  Marion  M.  Bethune  from  drowning,  Georges 
River,  Nova  Scotia,  April  12,  1984.  Jackson,  30,  removed  his  coat  and  dived 
into  the  frigid  water  of  the  George  River  when  he  saw  Miss  Bethune,  54, 
afloat  in  the  river  about  150  feet  from  the  bank.  Jackson  swam  to  Miss 
Bethune,  took  hold  of  her,  and  attempted  to  take  her  to  the  bank,  but  he 
submerged  several  times.  He  then  began  to  push  Miss  Bethune  toward  the 
bank,  but  because  of  the  current,  they  made  little  progress.  Jackson  then 
grabbed  Miss  Bethune's  collar  and  swam  the  remaining  distance  with  her. 
Miss  Bethune  was  hospitalized  for  effects  of  the  ordeal,  and  she  recovered. 

60509-6978 

Michael  Jeff  Jackson  died  attempting  to  save  Sharon  M.  Dykes  from 
drowning,  Saltillo,  Mississippi,  February  10,  1985.  Sharon,  14,  a  non¬ 
swimmer,  fell  through  the  ice  of  a  small  pond.  Her  screams  and  those  of 
her  companions  attracted  the  attention  of  Jackson,  26,  disabled,  who  was 
in  his  yard  nearby.  Jackson  immediately  ran  to  the  pond  and,  despite  the 
fact  that  he  could  not  swim,  began  to  walk  on  the  ice  toward  Sharon.  As 
he  approached  her,  the  ice  broke  beneath  him,  and  he  too  fell  through. 
Sharon  was  removed  by  others,  but  she  could  not  be  revived.  Jackson  also 
drowned.  60227-6964 

Donald  Earl  Kidder  died  attempting  to  save  Dale  A.  Hanson  from  drowning. 
Fort  Atkinson,  Wisconsin,  November  4,  1984.  Hanson,  49,  was  duck  hunting 
on  Lake  Koshkonong  with  his  son  when  their  boat  capsized,  throwing  them 
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into  the  frigid  water  about  a  half-mile  from  shore.  They  shouted  for  help. 
Kidder,  20,  tree  surgeon,  trapping  on  a  small  pond  nearby,  apparently  heard 
their  cries;  he  portaged  his  small  boat  to  the  lake,  then,  despite  the  rough 
water,  took  it  out  on  the  lake  and  found  Hanson,  who  was  separated  from 
his  son.  With  help  from  another  man,  who  had  rowed  out,  Kidder  was  able 
to  get  Hanson  into  his  boat,  and  he  began  to  go  back  toward  shore  as  the 
other  man  looked  for  Hanson's  son.  En  route,  Kidder's  boat  capsized,  and 
he  and  Hanson  were  last  seen  clinging  to  the  overturned  craft.  Both  men 
drowned.  60331-7019 

David  E.  Kilgore  rescued  Lelia  B.  Daugherty  from  assault,  Houston,  Texas, 
June  23,  1985.  Mrs.  Daugherty,  69,  was  about  to  leave  her  car  in  a  supermarket 
parking  lot  when  a  man  approached  and,  wielding  a  razor  blade,  began  to 
attack  her.  As  she  resisted  the  assailant,  he  cut  her  deeply  on  both  arms. 
Kilgore,  31,  refinery  foreman,  saw  the  attack.  He  ran  to  the  assailant  and 
pulled  him  from  Mrs.  Daugherty,  but  the  assailant  lunged  at  Kilgore  and 
cut  him  deeply  across  the  neck.  When  the  man  lunged  at  him  a  second  time, 
Kilgore  threw  him  to  the  pavement.  The  assailant  fled.  Both  Kilgore  and  Mrs. 
Daugherty  were  hospitalized  for  six  days  for  treatment  of  their  wounds,  from 
which  they  recovered.  60611-6993 

Alfred  LaMere  saved  Patrick  M.  Miller  from  drowning,  Aberdeen, 
Washington,  August  27,  1985.  Patrick,  12,  who  could  not  swim,  fell  from  a 
dock  into  the  Wishkah  River  and  struggled  to  stay  afloat.  On  hearing  calls 
for  help,  LaMere,  64,  retired,  ran  onto  the  dock  from  his  nearby  house  and, 
despite  having  serious  health  problems,  dived  into  the  river.  LaMere  swam 
to  Patrick  and  calmed  him.  Instructing  Patrick  to  float,  LaMere  began  to  push 
him  toward  the  bank,  but  en  route,  Patrick  panicked  and  submerged  LaMere. 
After  surfacing,  LaMere  pushed  Patrick  the  rest  of  the  way  to  the  bank. 
LaMere  was  treated  by  arriving  medical  personnel  for  mild  hypothermia  and 
exhaustion,  and  he  recovered.  60638-7045 

Rex  A.  Lewis  helped  attempt  to  save  Lloyd  Hansen  from  suffocation.  Moss 
Landing,  California,  October  19,  1984.  Hansen,  50,  was  found  floating  in 
the  stagnant  sea  water  of  a  power  plant's  condensing  unit,  the  atmosphere 
of  which  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  oxygen  and  to  contain  unsafe  levels 
of  other  gases.  After  discovering  the  accident,  Lewis,  30,  operating  foreman, 
alerted  other  plant  employees.  Lewis  then  climbed  through  a  small  hatch 
into  the  unit  and,  after  tying  a  rope  around  himself,  was  lowered  by  the  others 
to  the  water  level.  Reaching  for  Hansen,  Lewis  was  rendered  unconscious. 
As  he  was  being  pulled  back  to  the  hatch,  Lewis  became  snagged  on  the 
unit's  flooring.  He  was  freed  by  an  employee  who  entered  the  unit  for  him, 
then  was  lifted  through  the  hatch  and  removed  from  the  unit.  Lewis  was 
hospitalized  and  regained  consciousness  several  hours  later;  he  recovered. 
Hansen  was  recovered  by  others,  but  he  could  not  be  revived. 

60493-7061 
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Lila  Lifely  rescued  Alyson  M.  Parker  from  an  attacking  cougar,  Sooke, 
British  Columbia,  August  3,  1985.  Alyson,  10,  was  on  a  camping  trip  with 
six  other  girls  when  she  was  attacked  by  a  cougar.  Nearby,  the  girls'  counselor. 
Miss  Lifely,  19,  college  student,  was  alerted;  she  ran  to  the  scene.  As  the 
cougar  was  dragging  Alyson  away,  Miss  Lifely  shouted,  picked  up  a  small 
log,  and  struck  the  cougar  on  the  forehead.  The  cougar  fled.  Miss  Lifely  ran 
for  a  first  aid  kit,  but  when  she  returned  she  found  that  the  cougar  had  come 
back  and  was  crouched  over  Alyson.  Using  a  branch,  Miss  Lifely  struck  the 
cougar  on  the  head  again,  causing  it  to  flee.  Others  arrived,  and  Alyson  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  detained  for  treatment  of  her  extensive 
wounds.  60622-6994 

Bret  M.  Lincoln  helped  to  save  Thomas  E.  Riley  and  attempted  to  save  John 
A.  Comeau  from  drowning,  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  January  27,  1986.  Thomas, 
13,  and  John,  10,  were  on  the  walkway  of  a  sea  wall  when  a  wave  swept  John 
into  the  rough,  cold  water  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Nearby,  Lincoln,  25,  res¬ 
taurant  manager,  immediately  jumped  down  to  the  walkway  and  dived  into 
the  ocean.  He  grabbed  John  and  held  his  head  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Thomas  was  then  swept  into  the  ocean,  and  Lincoln  grabbed  him.  For  several 
minutes,  Lincoln  maintained  his  grip  on  the  boys  as  they  were  thrown  against 
the  wall  by  the  waves,  which  eventually  separated  them.  Thomas  and  Lincoln 
were  pulled  from  the  water  by  others  who  had  arrived.  They  recovered  after 
hospital  treatment.  John  drowned.  60904-7064 

Ray  Linville  rescued  Amanda  M.  and  Charles  J.  Yoder  from  burning, 
Goshen,  Indiana,  December  14,  1984.  Amanda,  11  months  old,  and  her  twin 
brother  Charles  were  in  a  playpen  in  the  living  room  of  their  mobile  home 
when  fire  broke  out  in  a  bedroom.  Linville,  47,  mobile  home  park  manager, 
was  alerted  to  the  fire  by  neighbors.  He  ran  to  the  mobile  home,  where  he 
helped  to  pull  open  its  locked  front  door.  Assisted  by  others,  Linville  dragged 
the  twins'  mother  and  two  of  her  nephews  from  the  mobile  home.  Assuming 
that  the  twins  were  in  their  playpen,  Linville  entered  the  mobile  home  and 
crawled  across  its  living  room,  in  which  heat  was  intense  and  smoke 
prevented  visibility.  Linville  located  the  babies  in  their  playpen  and  carried 
them  out  one  at  a  time.  They  and  their  mother  were  hospitalized  for  burns. 
Linville  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  smoke  inhalation,  from  which  he 
recovered.  60390-6995 

Richard  Jon  Makinson  saved  Susanna  G.  Foster  and  attempted  to  save 
Kristine  E.  Boring  from  drowning,  Marysville,  California,  June  14,  1984. 

Susanna,  12,  and  Kristine,  11,  were  being  carried  downstream  by  a  strong 
current  in  deep  water  of  the  Feather  River.  On  the  bank  nearby,  Richard, 
16,  high  school  student,  heard  the  girls  scream.  He  dived  into  the  river  and 
swam  about  90  feet  to  Susanna.  A  brief  struggle  ensued,  during  which 
Susanna  submerged  Richard.  After  taking  Susanna  to  wadable  water  near 
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the  bank,  Richard  returned  for  Kristine,  who  submerged  as  he  approached. 
Richard  made  several  dives  for  Kristine  but  could  not  locate  her.  She 
drowned.  60461-6960 

Patricia  M.  Markor  saved  Patricia  Flynn  from  being  struck  by  a  train.  North 
Chicago,  Illinois,  May  11,  1985.  Miss  Flynn,  32,  stood  between  the  rails  of 
a  track  on  which  a  commuter  train  was  approaching  at  the  Great  Lakes  Depot. 
Mrs.  Markor,  32,  respiratory  therapy  technician,  who  was  waiting  for  the 
train,  stepped  onto  the  track  and,  with  the  train  about  500  feet  away, 
attempted  to  remove  Miss  Flynn,  but  Miss  Flynn  resisted  her  efforts.  The 
train  bearing  down  on  them,  Mrs.  Markor  managed  to  push  Miss  Flynn  off 
the  track  and  into  a  narrow  space  between  it  and  a  barbed-wire  fence.  The 
train  missed  them  by  inches  and  stopped  past  where  they  had  been  stand¬ 
ing.  Aside  from  minor  cuts  and  bruises,  neither  Miss  Flynn  nor  Mrs.  Markor 
was  injured.  60466-6965 

Clayburn  R.  Marsh  saved  Sherry  G.  Moses  from  electrocution,  Crosbyton, 
Texas,  December  8,  1985.  Mrs.  Moses,  32,  was  operating  a  farm  tractor  and 
cotton  baler  when  an  arm  of  the  baler  struck  a  high-voltage  electrical  line. 
When  she  attempted  to  exit  the  tractor,  Mrs.  Moses  was  pinned  against  it 
by  the  electricity,  which  arced  to  her  hip.  Marsh,  49,  farmer,  who  was  work¬ 
ing  nearby,  ran  to  her.  Grasping  the  shoulders  of  her  jacket.  Marsh  twice 
pulled  her  away  from  the  tractor,  but  the  electricity  drew  her  back  each  time. 
Bracing  his  foot  against  one  of  the  tires  of  the  tractor.  Marsh  pulled  again 
and  freed  her,  then  dragged  her  away.  Mrs.  Moses  suffered  third-degree  burns 
to  her  hip,  right  hand,  and  feet,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  four  toes  and  a  finger. 

61032-7050 

Charles  B.  McCracken  saved  Jamie  D.  and  Tracey  R.  Huret  and  helped  to 
save  Cheryl  L.  Huret  from  burning,  Olympia,  Washington,  October  26,  1985. 

Mrs.  Huret,  26,  and  her  daughters,  Tracey,  9,  and  Jamie,  2,  were  in  the  cab 
of  a  pickup  truck  that  caught  fire  after  a  highway  accident.  After  seeing  the 
accident,  McCracken,  30,  bricklayer,  ran  to  the  truck  and  forced  open  the 
passenger  door.  He  removed  Jamie  and  then  Tracey  to  safety,  then  returned 
to  the  truck.  With  flames  inside  the  cab,  McCracken  entered  it  with  another 
man  who  had  arrived;  together,  they  freed  Mrs.  Huret,  who  was  unconscious, 
from  beneath  the  steering  wheel  and  pulled  her  from  the  truck.  Within 
moments  the  cab  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Mrs.  Huret  was  hospitalized  with 
multiple  injuries.  Tracey  recovered  from  a  cut.  60753-7057 

Daniel  R.  McKercher  rescued  Marita  G.  Wilson  and  helped  to  rescue 
Herman  W.  Wilson  from  burning,  Anna,  Ohio,  May  12,  1985.  Mrs.  Wilson, 
53,  and  her  husband,  57,  were  trapped  in  the  burning  cab  of  their  tractor- 
trailer  after  a  highway  accident.  Witnessing  the  accident,  McKercher,  31, 
quality  control  foreman,  ran  to  the  truck,  where  he  broke  out  the  windshield 
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and  extinguished  flames  on  Wilson.  He  then  bent  the  driver's  door  away 
from  the  cab,  pulled  Mrs.  Wilson  through  the  opening,  and  dragged  her  to 
safety  as  flames  and  heat  increased.  McKercher  then  helped  another  man 
remove  Wilson  from  the  cab  and  drag  him  to  safety  before  the  cab  was 
enveloped  in  flames.  Mrs.  Wilson  sustained  third-degree  burns  and  other 
serious  injuries;  her  husband  died  of  his  burns  the  next  day. 

60658-6996 


Gregory  A.  Mellinger  saved  Alvin  M,  Bowman  from  drowning, 
Kleinfeltersville,  Pennsylvania,  March  10,  1986.  Bowman,  65,  fell  through 
the  ice  of  a  lake  on  which  he  was  fishing  and  called  for  help.  Mellinger,  25, 
mobile  home  builder,  who  was  near  the  lake's  bank,  ran  toward  Bowman 
but  en  route  broke  through  the  ice  and  fell  into  the  water.  He  climbed  back 
onto  the  ice  and  continued  toward  Bowman,  but  he  broke  through  several 
more  times  before  reaching  Bowman,  who  was  about  300  feet  from  the  bank. 
Mellinger  threw  Bowman  a  branch  to  hold  onto,  then  threw  one  end  of  a 
jumper  cable  to  him.  With  Bowman  holding  the  cable,  Mellinger  pulled  him 
onto  safe  ice.  Mellinger  then  led  Bowman  to  shore,  from  where  Bowman 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  treated  for  hypothermia.  He  recovered. 

61170-7052 


Charles  Joseph  Messa  died  after  helping  to  save  Joshua  C.  Hedrick  and 
while  attempting  to  save  Alyssa  C.  Route  from  drowning,  Lakewood, 
Colorado,  May  27,  1985.  Joshua  and  Alyssa,  both  9,  and  a  friend  were  fishing 
from  a  sand  bar  that  jutted  from  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek  into  Bear  Creek 
Lake.  A  strong  current  in  the  creek  undercut  the  sand  bar,  and  it  suddenly 
collapsed,  throwing  all  three  children  into  deep,  frigid  water  of  the  lake.  The 
friend's  father,  Messa,  41,  engineering  consultant,  picked  up  a  log  and  ran 
into  the  lake  after  the  children.  He  swam  out  to  Joshua,  who  was  struggling 
to  stay  afloat,  and  gave  him  the  log.  Messa  then  dived  repeatedly  for  Alyssa, 
who  had  submerged.  The  last  time  he  surfaced  he  cried  for  help,  then  he 
disappeared.  Joshua  and  Messa's  son  were  rescued  by  a  canoeist.  They  were 
treated  for  hypothermic  shock,  and  they  recovered.  Messa  and  Alyssa 
drowned.  60609-7032 


Joseph  Michniak,  Jr.,  died  attempting  to  help  save  Daniel  A.  Michniak  and 
Gary  A.  Gass  from  drowning.  South  Haven,  Michigan,  July  15,  1985.  Daniel, 
15,  and  Gary,  12,  were  being  taken  to  shore  by  a  lifeguard  after  struggling 
in  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  about  200  feet  from  the  beach.  The  lifeguard 
called  for  help.  Despite  suffering  heart  disease,  which  limited  his  activities, 
Michniak,  33,  mine  equipment  operator,  waded  and  swam  toward  Daniel' 
who  was  his  brother,  and  Gary,  but  he  collapsed  before  reaching  them. 
Michniak  and  the  boys  were  taken  to  shore  by  others.  Daniel  and  Gary 
recovered  from  exhaustion,  but  Michniak  could  not  be  revived. 

60602-6997 
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Raymond  Leonard  Mills  died  helping  to  save  Jay  R.  Mills  from  drowning, 
Plymouth,  Utah,  July  2,  1985.  Jay,  12,  his  brother,  Raymond,  15,  high  school 
student,  and  other  members  of  their  family  were  on  an  outing  at  a  public 
pool.  Jay,  who  was  learning  to  swim,  began  to  panic  in  water  that  was  over 
his  head.  Raymond,  who  was  nearby,  swam  to  him  and  supported  him.  A 
struggle  ensued,  during  which  Raymond  submerged  and  Jay  lost  conscious¬ 
ness.  Jay  was  removed  from  the  pool  by  others  and  was  revived;  he  recovered. 
When  Raymond  was  removed,  he  could  not  be  revived.  He  had  drowned. 

60980-7028 

Ronald  Joseph  Mobley  died  helping  to  save  Lisa  A.  Kerns  from  drowning, 
Charles  Town,  West  Virginia,  August  11,  1985.  Lisa,  16,  slipped  from  a  rock 
into  deep  water  of  the  Shenandoah  River  and  called  for  help.  Mobley,  30, 
stable  hand,  who  was  with  Lisa,  waded  on  a  submerged  rock  to  her  and 
pushed  her  back  to  the  exposed  rock.  Mobley,  a  non-swimmer,  then  slipped, 
was  pulled  into  the  river's  channel,  and  submerged.  Lisa  was  helped  to  safety 
by  others.  Mobley  surfaced,  then  submerged  again.  He  drowned. 

60616-7065 

Lucille  Moore  died  after  saving  Ernetta  M.  Harris  from  suffocation, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  November  7,  1985.  Mrs.  Harris,  59,  was  dazed  after  fire 
broke  out  in  the  kitchen  of  her  apartment.  Despite  a  history  of  cardiac  prob¬ 
lems  which  restricted  her  activities,  Mrs.  Moore,  75,  retired  homemaker,  left 
her  apartment  on  the  floor  below,  climbed  a  flight  of  stairs,  and  entered  Mrs. 
Harris's  apartment,  which  was  filled  with  dense  smoke.  She  guided  Mrs. 
Harris  to  safety.  Immediately  afterward,  Mrs.  Moore  became  ill  from  smoke 
inhalation  and  within  two  hours  suffered  cardiac  arrest.  She  could  not  be 
revived.  60781-7051 

Morris  A.  Neeley  attempted  to  save  Anthony  W.  Lamb  from  suffocation, 
Winona,  Texas,  May  29,  1985.  Lamb,  24,  was  rendered  unconscious  while 
working  in  a  sewer.  Neeley,  49,  police  chief,  was  alerted  and  went  to  the  scene. 
He  entered  the  sewer's  manhole  and  descended  on  a  ladder  that  extended 
to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  in  which  Lamb  lay.  Pulling  Lamb's  head  from 
effluent  in  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  Neeley  also  lost  consciousness  and  fell 
from  the  ladder.  A  teenager  then  descended  to  save  Lamb  and  Neeley,  and 
he  too  was  rendered  unconscious.  A  chemical  company  laborer  who  had 
arrived  tied  a  rope  around  his  chest;  as  his  foreman  at  ground  level  held 
the  other  end  of  the  rope,  the  laborer  descended  the  shaft,  tied  another  rope 
around  Neeley,  and  returned  to  the  surface,  where  he  and  the  foreman  pulled 
Neeley  from  the  shaft.  In  a  similar  manner,  the  laborer  and  his  foreman 
removed  the  teenager  and  then  Lamb.  Neeley  and  the  teenager  recovered 
after  hospitalization,  but  Lamb  died.  60419-7020 
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Margaret  E.  Newell  died  attempting  to  save  Ida  M.  Planes  from  burning, 
Victoria,  British  Columbia,  January  17,  1984.  Mrs.  Planes,  92,  was  in  a  second- 
floor  bedroom  of  her  daughter's  house  when  fire  broke  out  downstairs.  Mrs. 
Newell,  57,  companion,  who  had  arrived  earlier  to  care  for  Mrs.  Planes,  went 
upstairs  to  assist  her  out  of  the  smoke-filled  house.  The  two  women  were 
seen  in  an  upstairs  hall  approaching  a  second-floor  exit.  Fire  conditions 
worsened;  the  women's  bodies  were  later  recovered  in  Mrs.  Planes's  bedroom. 

60290-6966 

Robert  Pacheco  saved  William  A.  Sitty  from  being  struck  by  a  falling  crane, 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  January  18,  1984.  Sitty,  49,  was  operating  a  mobile 
crane  on  a  pier  when  the  crane  tipped  over,  throwing  him  from  the  cab  into 
a  slip  off  the  Hudson  River.  The  crane  caught  fire  and  hung  precariously 
from  the  edge  of  the  pier  over  Sitty.  Pacheco,  40,  tugboat  deck  hand,  and 
another  man  maneuvered  a  rowboat  under  the  crane,  which  shifted.  They 
pulled  Sitty  aboard  and  rowed  several  hundred  feet  to  a  point  where  others 
could  lift  him  onto  the  pier.  Sitty  was  hospitalized  for  his  injuries. 

60172-6979 


Ronald  J.  Pearson  II  helped  to  save  Stewart  L.  Miller  from  burning 
Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  June  29,  1985.  Stewart,  17,  lay  unconscious  on  the 
front  seat  of  his  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident.  Pearson,  19,  college 
student,  working  nearby,  ran  to  the  car,  where  another  man  was  attempting 
to  remove  Stewart.  With  flames  entering  the  car,  Pearson  leaned  through 
the  passenger  window  to  his  waist,  and,  with  the  other  man,  pulled  Stewart 
out.  They  dragged  Stewart  away  seconds  before  the  car  was  engulfed  in 
flames.  Stewart  was  treated  for  minor  injuries,  from  which  he  recovered. 

60524-6987 


Tomas  R.  Pepin  died  attempting  to  save  Anna  T.  Wojewodka  from  drowning, 
Matunuck,  Rhode  Island,  September  8,  1985.  When  Miss  Wojewodka  24 
was  caught  in  the  rapid  current  of  a  stream  created  by  the  breach  of  Card 
Ponds,  she  was  carried  into  Block  Island  Sound  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Pepin 
33,  marker  maker,  ran  into  the  stream  and  attempted  to  swim  to  her  He  too 
was  carried  by  the  swift  current  into  the  ocean,  where  he  called  for  help 
Miss  Wojewodka  was  pulled  ashore  by  others.  Two  men  took  an  unconscious 
epin  to  safety,  but  efforts  to  revive  him  were  unsuccessful.  60688-6980 

Edward  F.  Person  saved  Kathleen  M.  Harte  from  assault,  Moultonborough 
New  Hampshire,  August  14,  1984.  Miss  Harte,  23,  a  state  trooper,  struggled 
with  a  prisoner  in  the  front  seat  of  her  patrol  car  for  control  of  her  fully  loaded 
gun.  From  his  nearby  house.  Person,  29,  farmer,  approached  the  car,  in  which 
he  saw  the  prisoner  aim  the  gun  directly  at  Miss  Harte.  Person  leaned  into 
e  car  and  placed  his  hands  over  the  gun's  hammer,  thereby  preventing  the 
gun  from  being  fired.  After  several  minutes  of  struggling  with  the  prisoner, 
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who  greatly  outweighed  them,  Miss  Harte  and  Person  fled.  The  prisoner 
escaped  in  the  patrol  car.  60567-6981 

Danny  Ray  Phelps  saved  Helen  M,  Beighey  from  burning,  Tiro,  Ohio, 
December  24,  1984.  Miss  Beighey,  61,  was  in  her  house  when  fire  broke  out 
in  a  first-floor  utility  room.  A  neighbor,  Phelps,  38,  cutter  operator,  saw  the 
flames  and  ran  to  the  house.  Learning  that  Miss  Beighey  was  still  inside, 
he  kicked  open  the  front  door,  entered  the  dark,  smoke-filled  living  room, 
and  searched  for  her.  After  being  forced  out  by  the  smoke,  Phelps  re-entered 
the  house  and  found  Miss  Beighey  lying  on  the  floor.  He  dragged  her  to 
the  doorway,  where  he  was  aided  by  another  man  in  carrying  her  to  safety. 
Miss  Beighey  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  effects  of  the  fire,  and  Phelps 
required  oxvgen  for  smoke  inhalation,  from  which  he  recovered. 
n  60138-6998 

Edward  Priestner,  Jr.,  died  attempting  to  save  Ezzell  Daniels,  Jr.;  Karen  E. 
Daniels,  and  Ezzell  Daniels,  Sr.,  from  drowning,  Sanford,  Florida,  July  25, 
1985.  Ezzell,  Jr.,  17,  and  his  sister  Karen,  16,  were  wading  in  the  Wekiva  River 
when  they  stepped  into  deeper  water,  floundered,  and  called  for  help.  Their 
father,  Ezzell,  Sr.,  entered  the  river  for  them,  but  he  too  began  to  flounder. 
Apparently  hearing  the  commotion,  Priestner,  25,  store  manager  who  was 
working  nearby,  went  to  the  river  bank.  He  entered  the  water  for  the  family, 
as  did  a  woman  who  also  was  nearby.  As  the  woman  took  the  father  toward 
the  bank,  she  saw  that  Priestner  had  submerged.  She  dived  for  him  and 
helped  to  take  him  to  the  bank,  but  he  could  not  be  revived.  Ezzell,  Jr.,  and 
Karen  were  taken  to  the  bank,  nor  could  they  be  revived.  60601-7023 

Michael  DeWitt  Puckett  helped  to  save  Rex  A.  Lewis  from  suffocation,  Moss 
Landing,  California,  October  19,  1984.  In  an  attempt  to  save  a  co-worker, 
Lewis  30,  was  lowered  by  rope  into  a  power  plant's  condensing  unit,  the 
atmosphere  of  which  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  oxygen  and  to  contain 
unsafe  levels  of  other  gases.  He  was  overcome,  then  became  snagged  on  the 
unit's  flooring  when  other  employees  attempted  to  pull  him  out.  Puckett, 
31,  mechanic,  climbed  through  a  small  hatch  into  the  unit  and  freed  Lewis, 
then  helped  lift  him  through  the  hatch  to  safety.  Lewis  was  taken  to  a  hospital, 
where  he  later  regained  consciousness;  he  recovered.  Puckett  experienced 
a  delayed  sickness  which  was  caused  by  his  exposure  to  the  unit's 
atmosphere,  and  he  recovered.  61376-7062 

Pamela  Sue  Quick  died  after  helping  to  save  John  E.  Williams  II  and  Mark 
A.  Bassett  from  drowning,  Panama  City,  Florida,  July  7,  1985.  John,  12,  and 
Mark  11  were  playing  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  about  40  feet  trom  the  beac  i 
when  they  were  carried  into  deeper  water  by  a  strong  undertow.  Alerted 
by  their  cries  for  help,  Mrs.  Quick,  37,  concessions  owner,  grabbed  a  plastic 
buoy  and  swam  150  feet  out  to  the  boys.  She  gave  them  the  buoy,  enabling 
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them,  with  the  help  of  others,  to  kick  to  shore.  Mrs.  Quick  called  for  help. 
She  was  found  floating  unconscious  in  the  water  and  was  taken  to  shore 
on  a  raft.  She  died  six  days  later.  60542-6999 

Joseph  Reid  rescued  James  P.  Brinson,  Jr.,  from  a  collapsing  structure,  Jesup, 
Georgia,  September  19,  1984.  Brinson,  36,  lay  pinned  by  a  washing  machine 
and  a  portion  of  the  wall  after  a  natural  gas  explosion  racked  his  house  and 
set  it  aflame.  From  a  nearby  house,  Reid,  18,  high  school  student,  ran  to  the 
Brinson  residence  after  hearing  the  explosion.  He  kicked  in  an  outside  door 
opening  into  the  utility  room  where  Brinson  lay.  Clad  only  in  shorts,  Reid 
picked  his  way  through  burning  debris,  arcing  "electrical  lines,  and  broken 
glass  and  found  Brinson.  He  cleared  burning  debris  from  Brinson,  then  lifted 
and  carried  him  from  the  house  to  safety.  Minutes  later,  the  house  collapsed. 
Brinson  was  hospitalized  for  five  weeks  with  second-  and  third-degree  burns 
over  22  percent  of  his  body;  he  recovered.  Reid  recovered  from  cuts  to  his 
feet-  60053-7042 

James  David  Richardson  helped  to  save  Morris  A.  Neeley,  Gregory  W. 
Dickens,  and  Anthony  W.  Lamb  from  suffocation,  Winona,  Texas,  May  29, 
1985.  After  Lamb,  24,  was  rendered  unconscious  while  working  in  a  sewer, 
Neeley,  49,  entered  the  sewer  to  save  him  and  was  also  overcome,  as  was 
Gregory,  16,  who  had  entered  after  Neeley.  Richardson,  20,  chemical  company 
laborer,  was  alerted  and  went  to  the  scene.  A  rope  tied  around  his  chest  and 
held  by  his  foreman  at  ground  level,  Richardson  entered  the  sewer's  manhole 
and  descended  on  a  ladder  that  extended  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  in  which 
the  three  victims  lay.  He  tied  a  rope  around  Neeley  and  returned  to  ground 
level,  where  he  and  the  foreman  pulled  Neeley  out.  Twice  more  Richardson 
entered  the  shaft,  and  in  a  similar  fashion  Gregory  and  Lamb  were  removed 
Neeley  and  Gregory  recovered  after  hospitalization,  but  Lamb  later  died. 

60420-7022 

David  C.  Ruble  rescued  Betty  Gadd  from  burning,  Berea,  Kentucky,  August 
15,  1985.  Betty,  10,  was  overcome  when  fire  broke  out  in  her  family's  house. 
Ruble,  30,  store  clerk,  was  driving  nearby  when  he  saw  the  fire.  Stopping 
to  investigate,  he  was  informed  by  Betty's  mother,  who  had  escaped  the  fire 
that  Betty  and  her  brother  were  still  inside.  Ruble  broke  a  bedroom  window! 
reached  inside,  and  pulled  out  the  brother.  Ruble  then  climbed  through  the 
window  and,  despite  dense  smoke,  intense  heat,  and  flames  feeding  on  the 
ceiling,  crawled  through  the  bedroom  and  located  Betty.  Ruble  dragged  her 
to  the  window  and  handed  her  out  to  others,  then  climbed  out  himself.  Ruble 
drove  Betty  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  admitted  for  her  burns.  Ruble 
was  hospitalized  overnight  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  he  recovered. 

60636-7059 
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James  B.  Salyer  died  after  attempting  to  save  Farmer  Howard  from 
suffocation,  Salyersville,  Kentucky,  October  18,  1984.  Howard,  44,  lay  uncon¬ 
scious  at  the  bottom  of  a  sewer  shaft  in  which  he  had  been  working.  From 
ground  level,  Salyer,  46,  laboratory  technician,  immediately  entered  the  shaft 
for  Howard  but  he  too  was  overcome  and  collapsed.  Two  other  men  were 
then  overcome  while  attempting  to  save  Howard  and  Salyer.  Rescuers  later 
pulled  the  four  men  from  the  shaft.  Howard  and  one  of  the  other  men  could 
not  be  revived.  Salyer,  who  never  regained  consciousness,  died  10  months 
later.  60008-7025 

Wesley  Lee  Sant,  Jr.,  died  saving  Carolyn  M.  Rodriguez  from  assault, 
Pacifica,  California,  January  22,  1985.  Mrs.  Rodriguez,  29,  screamed  for  help 
in  her  apartment  as  she  was  being  stabbed.  In  an  adjacent  apartment,  Sant, 
31,  heard  her  cries  and  went  to  her  front  door.  When  he  knocked  on  the 
door,  the  assailant  opened  it  and  rushed  him  with  the  knife  raised.  In  an 
ensuing  struggle,  the  assailant  stabbed  Sant  four  times,  then  fled.  Mrs. 
Rodriguez  was  hospitalized  for  her  wounds,  from  which  she  recovered.  Sant 
died.  60447-6967 

Joseph  W.  Schmider  saved  Linda  L.  and  Yasmine  H.  Ali  from  burning, 
Doylestown,  Pennsylvania,  December  1,  1984.  Fire  broke  out  on  the  second 
floor  of  a  building  which  housed  an  apartment  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ali,  34, 
and  her  daughter,  Yasmine,  1.  Schmider,  29,  baker,  alerted  to  the  fire,  entered 
the  building's  first  floor  and  crawled  upstairs  to  look  for  occupants.  Flames 
were  scattered  throughout  the  second-floor  hall,  which  was  filled  with  dense 
smoke.  After  calling  to  see  if  anyone  was  inside  and  receiving  no  reply, 
Schmider  returned  downstairs.  Mrs.  Ali  awakened  and,  upon  seeing  the 
hallway  in  flames,  screamed  for  help.  Schmider  heard  her  cries,  again  crawled 
up  the  stairs,  and  ran  through  the  burning  hallway  to  the  door  of  Mrs.  Ali's 
apartment.  Entering,  he  took  Yasmine  in  his  arms  and  guided  Mrs.  Ali 
through  the  apartment  to  a  fire  escape  and  then  to  safety.  60757-7054 

James  Schwalbe  helped  to  rescue  Kari  A.  Swenson  from  assault,  Big  Sky, 
Montana,  July  16,  1984.  Miss  Swenson,  22,  was  jogging  in  Gallatin  National 
Forest  when  she  was  abducted  by  two  armed  men,  who  then  kept  her 
chained  to  a  tree  overnight  in  their  remote  camp.  Early  the  next  morning, 
Schwalbe,  30,  landscaper,  and  his  partner,  members  of  a  search  party,  came 
upon  the  camp.  Despite  warnings  by  the  abductors  to  stay  away,  Schwalbe 
entered  the  camp  to  help  Miss  Swenson,  who  had  been  shot  by  one  of  the 
abductors.  When  the  other  abductor  aimed  his  rifle  at  Schwalbe's  partner, 
Schwalbe  attempted  to  grab  it,  but  the  partner  was  shot  and  killed.  Schwalbe 
ran  to  his  partner  as  that  abductor  was  reloading  his  rifle.  Schwalbe  ran  for 
help.  Left  behind  when  the  abductors  fled,  Miss  Swenson  was  rescued  by 
police  who  were  led  to  the  scene  by  Schwalbe.  She  was  hospitalized  for  her 
wound,  and  she  recovered.  60641-6962 
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Anthony  T.  Sena  attempted  to  rescue  Helen  R.  Ortiz  from  assault,  San 
Bernardino,  California,  April  14,  1984.  Chased  by  an  enraged  man  with  a 
knife,  Mrs.  Ortiz,  23,  ran  into  a  convenience  store  where  the  man  cornered 
her  behind  the  check-out  counter.  From  the  back  of  the  store,  where  he  was 
working  as  a  clerk,  Sena,  19,  college  student,  saw  the  assailant  stab  Mrs. 
Ortiz.  As  the  assailant  stabbed  again,  Sena  ran  to  the  counter,  leaped  it,  and 
forced  the  assailant's  knife  hand  behind  his  back.  Sena  wrestled  the  assailant 
to  the  floor  and  knocked  the  knife  away.  Others  then  helped  to  restrain  the 
assailant  until  police  arrived.  Mrs.  Ortiz  died  from  her  wounds  a  short  time 
later.  60391-6982 

Emiliano  Sepulveda,  Jr.,  saved  Evan  J.  Blake  and  another  man  from  assault, 
Bronx,  New  York,  October  31,  1984.  Blake,  22,  and  another  man  were  being 
assaulted  by  a  gang  of  about  30  youths  in  an  outdoor  recreation  area  of  a 
housing  complex.  Sepulveda,  37,  an  off-duty  port  authority  police  officer, 
was  walking  with  his  family  in  the  neighborhood  when  he  saw  the  fracas. 
Despite  being  unarmed  and  without  calling  for  further  assistance,  Sepulveda 
approached  to  within  15  feet  of  the  youths,  who  were  kicking  and  stabbing 
Blake  and  the  other  man.  Sepulveda  raised  his  police  badge  and  shouted, 
"Police  officer!  Don't  move!"  The  gang  immediately  scattered.  Blake  and  his 
companion  were  both  hospitalized  for  extensive  injuries.  60645-7000 

Robert  L.  Shaw  saved  Morris  G.  Resnik  from  drowning,  Dallas,  Texas, 
December  17,  1984.  Morris,  9,  fell  into  Joe's  Creek,  swollen  by  heavy  rains, 
and  was  swept  downstream  by  a  swift  current.  Shaw,  26,  waiter,  who  lived 
near  the  creek,  heard  Morris  scream  and  entered  the  water  for  him.  Shaw 
swam  to  Morris  but  once  he  reached  him  found  that  the  force  of  the  current 
prevented  him  from  standing  or  leaving  the  creek.  Shaw  and  Morris  held 
on  to  each  other  as  they  were  carried  downstream  for  more  than  a  mile.  After 
they  were  able  to  stop,  bystanders  aided  them  from  the  creek.  60084-7001 

Harold  L.  Shelton,  Jr.,  rescued  Elmer  A.  Smith  from  burning,  La  Porte, 
Indiana,  August  26,  1985.  Smith,  53,  lay  on  the  floor  of  his  apartment's  living 
room  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  couch.  Alerted  to  the  fire,  Shelton,  28, 
carpenter,  ran  to  the  apartment  and  forced  entry.  Despite  intense  heat  and 
thick  smoke  that  extended  to  within  a  foot  of  the  floor,  Shelton  dropped  to 
his  stomach  and  crawled  inside.  He  heard  Smith  moaning  and  crawled  to 
him,  having  to  push  aside  burning  furniture  before  he  could  locate  him. 
Shelton  grasped  Smith,  then  crawled  backward,  pulling  Smith,  out  of  the 
apartment  and  extinguished  the  flames  on  him.  Smith  died  of  his  severe 
burns  a  month  later.  60640-7055 

Rita  Sue  Shively  helped  to  save  Ezzell  Daniels,  Sr.,  and  attempted  to  save 
Edward  Priestner,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Sanford,  Florida,  July  25,  1985.  When 
Daniels  entered  the  Wekiva  River  in  an  attempt  to  save  two  of  his  children 
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who  were  calling  for  help,  he  began  to  flounder  in  the  deep  water.  Priestner, 
25,  who  was  working  nearby,  also  entered  the  river  in  a  rescue  attempt. 
Alerted,  Mrs.  Shively,  34,  college  student,  ran  to  the  river  and  jumped  in. 
She  swam  to  Daniels,  who  was  about  50  feet  from  the  bank,  and,  despite 
his  greatly  outweighing  her,  she  towed  him  to  a  point  near  the  bank,  where 
others  removed  him  from  the  river.  Having  seen  that  Priestner  had  apparently 
submerged,  Mrs.  Shively  dived  to  search  for  him.  She  located  him,  then  dived 
twice  more  before  pulling  him  to  the  surface.  Nearly  exhausted,  she  took 
him  to  others  near  shore.  Priestner  could  not  be  revived.  Daniels's  two 
children  also  drowned.  61007-7024 

William  D.  Shoemaker  helped  to  save  Steven  K.  Buckner  from  drowning, 
Elkland,  Missouri,  July  2,  1985.  Steven,  12,  was  in  a  farm  pond  when  he 
panicked  in  deep  water  50  feet  from  the  bank  and  hollered  for  help.  His 
friend,  William,  12,  student,  who  was  in  the  pond  nearby,  swam  to  him. 
A  struggle  ensued  in  which  William  was  submerged  several  times.  William 
struck  Steven  to  subdue  him,  then  began  to  swim  toward  the  bank,  Steven 
in  tow.  Two  adults  who  had  been  alerted  arrived  at  the  pond  several  minutes 
later  and  took  a  rowboat  out  to  the  boys.  They  pulled  the  exhausted  boys 
aboard  and  took  them  the  rest  of  the  way  to  the  bank.  60539-7033 

John  E.  Simon  died  after  attempting  to  save  Harold  D.  Snyder  from 
suffocation,  Monaca,  Pennsylvania,  July  24,  1985.  Snyder,  33,  entered  a  zinc 
dust  condenser  chamber  at  a  metals  processing  facility  and  collapsed  in  its 
oxygen-deficient  atmosphere.  Simon,  36,  oxide  packer,  who  was  working  in 
another  department  of  the  plant,  learned  of  the  accident  and  went  to  the 
scene,  as  did  others.  He  put  on  a  self-contained  breathing  apparatus  but 
found  that  he  could  not  enter  the  chamber  with  it.  He  then  removed  the 
apparatus,  entered  the  chamber,  and,  before  he  could  put  the  apparatus  back 
on,  lost  consciousness.  Both  Snyder  and  Simon  were  removed  from  the 
chamber  by  others,  but  neither  could  be  revived.  60522-7002 

George  J.  Slatky  rescued  Dolores  M.  Ziomek  from  assault,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania,  January  21,  1986.  Mrs.  Ziomek,  56,  was  driving  through  a 
parking  lot  when  a  masked  man,  armed  with  a  knife,  opened  the  driver's 
door  of  her  car  and  tried  to  pull  her  from  the  car.  When  she  resisted,  the 
assailant  climbed  into  the  back  seat  and  threatened  to  kill  her  if  she  did  not 
leave.  Slatky,  48,  who  was  parked  nearby,  ran  to  Mrs.  Ziomek's  car.  Despite 
a  warning  by  the  assailant  to  get  away,  Slatky  attempted  to  seize  the  assailant, 
but  the  assailant  slashed  at  Slatky  several  times  with  the  knife.  Slatky 
managed  to  grab  the  assailant  by  the  hand,  causing  him  to  drop  the  knife. 
He  then  struggled  with  the  assailant  outside  the  car,  wrestling  him  to  the 
ground,  where  he  held  the  assailant  until  police  arrived.  Slatky  suffered  a 
black  eve  during  the  scuffle,  and  Mrs.  Ziomek  suffered  a  cut  finger.  Both 
recovered.  60979-7056 
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Boise  B.  Smith  III  helped  attempt  to  save  Charles  W.  and  Billy  J.  Christmas 
from  drowning,  Rockwall,  Texas,  April  27,  1985.  Charles,  94,  his  son  Billy, 
and  two  others  were  in  a  car  that  was  stranded  by  the  rising  floodwaters 
of  Buffalo  Creek.  Smith,  27,  construction  company  president  who  was  also 
on  duty  as  a  deputy  sheriff,  waded  to  the  car  and  helped  its  two  other 
occupants  to  dry  land.  After  calling  for  help,  he  returned  to  the  car  and, 
joined  by  the  fire  chief,  reached  inside  for  Charles.  The  force  of  the  water 
lifted  the  car  and  pulled  it  into  the  creek,  where  it  lodged  against  the  opening 
of  a  300-foot-long  culvert.  Charles  drowned.  Smith,  Billy,  and  the  fire  chief 
were  pulled  by  the  current  through  the  culvert.  The  fire  chief  drowned.  Smith 
was  swept  a  mile  downstream  before  he  was  able  to  leave  the  creek.  Billy 
survived.  60672-7003 

Rickard  G.  Spillmann  helped  to  save  Cheryl  L.  Huret  from  burning, 
Olympia,  Washington,  October  26,  1985.  Mrs.  Huret,  26,  and  her  daughters 
were  in  the  cab  of  a  pickup  truck  that  caught  fire  after  a  highway  accident. 
Arriving  at  the  scene  shortly  after  the  accident,  Spillmann,  40,  masonry 
contractor,  ran  to  the  truck  and  carried  one  of  the  daughters  away  from  the 
wreckage.  Spillmann  returned  to  the  truck  and,  as  flames  fed  inside  the  cab, 
entered  it  for  Mrs.  Huret,  who  lay  unconscious  beneath  the  steering  wheel. 
With  help  from  another  man,  Spillmann  freed  Mrs.  Huret  and  carried  her 
out  of  the  truck  moments  before  the  cab  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Mrs.  Huret 
was  hospitalized  with  multiple  injuries.  60754-7058 

Daniel  Fading  St.  John  died  attempting  to  save  Thomas  W.  Etter  from 
burning,  Prineville,  Oregon,  August  4,  1985.  Passing  through  the 
neighborhood,  St.  John,  20,  wood  mill  stacker,  came  upon  Etter's  burning 
residence.  After  opening  the  front  door  of  the  house  and  pounding  on  its 
windows  to  alert  any  occupants,  St.  John  began  to  fight  the  fire  with  a  garden 
hose.  Etter's  son,  who  lived  across  the  street,  ran  into  the  burning  house, 
shouting  for  his  father.  St.  John  dropped  the  hose  and  also  ran  in  to  search 
for  Etter,  who  had  earlier  left  the  premises.  The  son  exited  shortly.  Arriving 
firemen  found  St.  John  unconscious  in  a  smoke-filled  bedroom  and  removed 
him.  He  died  of  smoke  inhalation.  60577-7027 

John  Stratton  rescued  Paul  E.  McKenna  from  burning,  Lansdowne, 
Pennsylvania,  December  29,  1985.  McKenna,  23,  was  asleep  in  his  second- 
floor  apartment  when  fire  broke  out  in  his  bedroom.  He  awoke  and  began 
to  scream.  Asleep  in  another  bedroom,  Stratton,  25,  piano  mover,  awoke  to 
McKenna's  cries.  Stratton  fled  the  building  but  then  returned  to  the  apartment 
when  he  discovered  McKenna  was  still  inside.  Despite  flames  and  dense 
smoke  in  McKenna's  bedroom,  Stratton  entered  it,  located  McKenna,  and 
started  to  carry  him  out,  but  their  course  was  blocked  by  a  closed  door  that 
had  no  knob.  After  kicking  the  door  open,  Stratton  carried  McKenna  down 
the  stairs  and  outside  the  building.  McKenna  was  hospitalized  for  first-  and 


33 


second-degree  burns  to  more  than  20  percent  of  his  body.  Stratton  suffered 
first-degree  burns  to  his  hands  and  feet;  he  recovered.  60888-7049 

Kevin  Scott  Stroble  helped  to  save  Mary  L.  McPherson  from  burning, 
Fallston,  Maryland,  August  7,  1985.  Seven  months  pregnant,  Mrs. 
McPherson,  27,  was  trapped  in  her  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident 
involving  two  trucks.  Working  nearby,  Stroble,  26,  masonry  contractor,  ran 
to  the  car,  where  he  and  another  man  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  pull  Mrs. 
McPherson  through  the  broken  window  of  the  car's  jammed  driver's  door 
as  flames  issued  along  that  side  of  the  car.  Stroble  then  went  to  the  passenger 
door  and  pulled  on  the  window  frame,  breaking  the  glass.  With  flames  inside 
the  car,  Stroble  and  a  third  man  reached  through  the  window  and  pulled 
Mrs.  McPherson  out  as  the  other  man  pushed  from  the  driver's  side.  Stroble 
and  the  other  men  then  carried  Mrs.  McPherson  to  safety  moments  before 
the  interior  of  the  car  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Mrs.  McPherson  recovered 
from  cuts  and  bruises  and  a  month  later  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  baby  boy. 

60764-7015 

Dennis  G.  Thomas  saved  Donna  M.  Thomas  from  drowning.  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  January  23,  1986.  While  attempting  to  cross  the  partially  frozen 
Black  River,  Miss  Thomas,  21,  fell  through  thin  ice  into  deep  water  near  the 
river's  unfrozen  channel  and  called  for  help.  From  a  riverside  restaurant, 
Thomas,  30,  machinist,  saw  Miss  Thomas  and  ran  to  the  river.  He  crawled 
across  the  ice  toward  her,  then  lay  on  the  ice  and  attempted  to  reach  her. 
Thomas  too  fell  through  the  ice.  Although  he  was  a  poor  swimmer,  Thomas 
swam  to  Miss  Thomas  and  tried  to  support  her.  She  panicked  and  twice 
submerged  him.  Thomas  surfaced  and  regained  his  breath  as  Miss  Thomas 
calmed.  Thomas  then  supported  her  until  others  arrived,  threw  them  a  rope, 
and  pulled  them  to  the  bank.  Miss  Thomas  was  hospitalized  for  treatment, 
and  Thomas  was  treated  for  a  cut.  60957-7048 

Robert  Lee  Thomas  rescued  Yvette  M.  Edwards  from  assault,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  February  27,  1986.  While  Yvette,  15,  was  walking  to  a  bus  stop,  a  man 
attacked  her  with  a  broken  bottle  and  forced  her  into  a  vacant  lot.  Yvette 
screamed,  attracting  the  attention  of  Thomas,  23,  cook,  who  was  walking 
home.  Thomas  picked  up  a  two-by-four  that  was  lying  nearby  and  started 
to  walk  toward  Yvette.  The  assailant  warned  him  to  stay  away.  Yvette  escaped 
when  the  assailant,  who  was  armed  with  a  knife,  charged  Thomas.  Thomas 
struck  the  assailant  with  the  two-by-four,  then  helped  Yvette  to  a  nearby 
residence.  Yvette  was  hospitalized  for  deep  cuts  to  her  neck  and  hands,  and 
she  recovered.  60974-7060 

James  G.  Thornsbury  rescued  Frederick  J.  Pinson  from  a  cave-in,  Sidney, 
Kentucky,  January  23,  1984.  Pinson,  31,  was  seated  in  the  operator's  cab  of 
a  mining  machine  when  a  large  section  of  the  ceiling  of  the  mine  in  which 
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he  was  working  collapsed  atop  the  machine,  trapping  him.  Ihornsbury,  25, 
miner,  who  had  been  working  nearby,  fled  the  area  of  the  fall.  Hearing 
Pinson's  cries  for  help,  Thornsbury  returned  to  the  edge  of  the  collapsed 
ceiling,  under  which  there  was  a  narrow  space.  Despite  additionally  falling 
rock,  Thornsbury  crawled  into  the  space  and  proceeded  to  clear  a  path  to 
Pinson.  Upon  reaching  Pinson,  Thornsbury  assisted  him  from  the  cab,  then 
crawled  with  him  from  beneath  the  fallen  ceiling.  Pinson  suffered  bruised 
ribs  but  fully  recovered.  59966-6968 

Robert  Van  Alyne,  Jr.,  died  attempting  to  save  Kristy  R.  Hernandez  from 
drowning,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  August  1,  1985.  Kristy,  6,  was  trapped  by 
rising  floodwaters  atop  a  car  along  with  her  mother  and  two  others.  Van 
Alyne,  33,  deputy  sheriff,  waded  through  the  swift  current  to  the  car,  grasping 
a  rope  that  had  been  extended  from  the  car  to  a  point  out  of  the  current. 
He  took  Kristy  onto  his  back  and  began  to  wade  from  the  car,  but  he  lost 
his  grip  on  the  rope  and  was  swept  away  with  Kristy.  Their  bodies  were  found 
the  next  day;  both  had  drowned.  60576-7005 

Wayne  Wahl  died  attempting  to  save  a  man  from  drowning,  Ozona,  Texas, 
April  28,  1985.  Heavy  rains  had  caused  Wildcat  Draw  to  flood  onto  adjacent 
highways,  and  when  a  man  attempted  to  drive  in  the  vicinity,  his  car  stalled 
and  was  pulled  into  the  draw.  With  difficulty,  the  man  left  his  car  and  swam 
to  a  bush,  to  which  he  held;  the  car  floated  farther  downstream  and  lodged. 
Checking  on  flood  conditions,  Wahl,  38,  deputy  sheriff,  saw  the  stranded 
car.  He  tied  a  cable  around  himself  and  waded  into  the  draw  to  check  the 
car  for  occupants.  Before  he  could  reach  the  car,  the  force  of  the  current  pulled 
him  into  a  drain  pipe,  where  he  drowned.  The  motorist  was  discovered  by 
fire  fighters  and  was  removed  from  the  draw.  60364-7006 

Lawrence  Weigand  III  saved  Judith  A.  McGrath  from  being  struck  by  a 
moving  vehicle,  Marcus  Hook,  Pennsylvania,  July  16,  1985.  Judith,  8,  was 
sitting  in  the  middle  of  a  residential  street  that  had  been  closed  to  traffic 
when  an  intoxicated  man  drove  a  car  around  the  street's  barricades  and 
approached  Judith  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  From  nearby,  Lawrence,  13, 
student,  saw  the  car  approach.  He  ran  to  Judith  and  pulled  her  from  the 
car's  path  just  before  the  car  passed  them  without  slowing.  60736-7039 

Neal  T.  Wholey  saved  Lori  D.  Dunkerley  from  drowning,  Rocky  Hill, 
Connecticut,  June  28,  1985.  Lori,  13,  was  the  passenger  in  a  car  that  was 
submerging  in  the  Connecticut  River.  Wholey,  19,  college  student,  dived  into 
the  river  and  swam  35  feet  to  the  car.  With  difficulty,  he  opened  a  rear  door 
of  the  car  and  removed  Lori,  but  his  legs  became  caught  by  the  door  as  it 
closed.  Wholey  was  pulled  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water  by  the  sinking 
car  before  managing  to  free  himself  and  swim  back  to  the  surface.  He  then 
swam  to  the  bank,  Lori  in  tow.  60538-6983 
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John  Ray  Wilson  died  after  helping  to  save  Brandon  Presley  from  drowning, 
Freeport,  Texas,  June  4,  1984.  Brandon,  15,  and  his  cousin  called  for  help 
while  in  the  Brazos  River  near  its  juncture  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  As  another 
man  swam  to  the  cousin,  Wilson,  27,  construction  worker,  swam  to  Brandon. 
He  took  Brandon  to  a  group  of  men  linked  arm  in  arm  near  the  bank;  the 
men  aided  Brandon  from  the  water.  Wilson  was  pulled  out  into  the  gulf, 
and  he  drowned.  60450-7041 

Kenneth  John  Wingo  helped  to  save  Mary  L.  McPherson  from  burning, 
Fallston,  Maryland,  August  7,  1985.  Seven  months  pregnant,  Mrs. 
McPherson,  27,  was  trapped  in  her  burning  car  after  a  highway  accident 
involving  two  trucks.  Driving  nearby,  Wingo,  38,  supply  manager,  ran  to  the 
passenger  side  of  the  car,  where  he  joined  a  man  in  reaching  through  the 
broken  window  for  Mrs.  McPherson.  With  flames  inside  the  car,  Wingo  and 
the  other  man  pulled  Mrs.  McPherson  through  the  window  as  a  third  man 
pushed  from  the  driver's  side.  Wingo  and  the  other  men  then  carried  Mrs. 
McPherson  to  safety  moments  before  the  interior  of  the  car  was  engulfed 
in  flames.  Mrs.  McPherson  recovered  from  cuts  and  bruises  and  a  month 
later  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  baby  boy.  60765-7016 

John  Woodhouse  rescued  Chad  R.  Doherty  from  burning,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  February  3,  1985.  Doherty,  18,  was  a  passenger  in  the  front  seat  of 
a  car  that  collided  with  another  vehicle  at  night  and  burst  into  flames.  From 
nearby,  Woodhouse,  22,  security  guard,  drove  to  the  scene  and  attempted 
to  open  the  passenger  door  of  the  burning  car,  but  it  was  jammed,  as  was 
the  driver's  door.  Using  a  fire  extinguisher,  Woodhouse  broke  the  window 
of  the  driver's  door  and,  despite  flames  in  the  back-seat  area  and  issuing 
10  feet  off  the  rear  portion  of  the  car,  reached  inside  and  pulled  a  semi¬ 
conscious  Doherty  through  the  window.  Doherty  was  hospitalized  for 
extensive  burns.  60214-6984 

Phillip  Andrew  Wynne  rescued  Odee  G.  Dunnam  from  assault,  Mobile, 
Alabama,  July  23,  1985.  Mrs.  Dunnam,  80,  was  alone  in  her  home  when  a 
man  armed  with  a  knife  forced  his  way  inside  and  began  to  stab  her.  Mrs. 
Dunnam's  neighbor,  Wynne,  29,  college  student,  heard  her  scream  and  ran 
to  the  house.  He  entered  and  saw  the  assailant  atop  Mrs.  Dunnam.  After 
punching  the  assailant  in  the  face,  Wynne  wrestled  with  him  for  control  of 
the  knife.  Wynne  then  pushed  the  assailant  outside,  and  the  assailant  fled. 
Mrs.  Dunnam  was  hospitalized  for  her  wounds,  and  she  recovered.  Wynne 
sustained  a  cut  finger,  which  required  sutures,  and  he  recovered. 

61149-7046 

D.  Robert  Young,  Jr.,  saved  Velma  Messer  from  drowning,  St.  Joe,  Arkansas, 
May  26,  1985.  Mrs.  Messer,  37,  and  Robert,  13,  student,  were  in  a  canoe  that 
overturned  in  a  set  of  rapids  in  the  Buffalo  River.  Pulled  into  swift,  deep 
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water,  Mrs.  Messer,  a  non-swimmer,  screamed  for  help  as  she  bobbed,  then 
submerged.  From  shallow  water  where  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  bank,  Robert 
floated  to  where  Mrs.  Messer  had  disappeared.  He  reached  for  her  and  pulled 
her  head  above  water,  then  struggled  with  her  across  the  rapids  toward  the 
bank,  submerging  en  route.  Robert's  father  then  swam  out  and  helped  him 
take  her  to  safety.  60435-6985 

Gregory  Ysais,  Jr.,  rescued  Laura  M.  Small  from  an  attacking  mountain  lion, 
San  Juan  Capistrano,  California,  March  23,  1986.  Laura,  5,  was  with  her 
mother  in  a  wilderness  park  when  a  mountain  lion  grasped  her  by  the  head 
and  carried  her  into  an  area  thick  with  brush  and  cactus.  Alerted  by  the 
mother's  screams,  Ysais,  36,  electronics  technician,  who  was  hiking  nearby, 
set  out  on  the  lion's  trail  and  confronted  it  in  a  small  clearing.  He  shouted 
loudly  at  the  mountain  lion  as  he  approached  it  swinging  a  large  stick.  The 
lion,  which  held  Laura  in  its  jaws,  swiped  at  Ysais  with  its  claws  exposed, 
then  dropped  Laura  and  backed  away.  Ysais  jumped  between  Laura  and  the 
lion  as  Laura's  mother  picked  up  her  daughter  and  fled.  The  mountain  lion 
went  off  into  the  brush.  Laura  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was 
treated  for  severe  head  and  face  injuries.  61052-7034 

Richard  D.  Zirbes  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  being 
shot,  Skokie,  Illinois,  February  6,  1985.  A  32-year-old  man  armed  with  a 
gun  entered  the  offices  of  the  company  where  he  was  employed  and  shot 
his  foreman.  He  then  went  to  an  adjacent  office  and  shot  another  co-worker. 
At  least  10  more  employees  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  including  Zirbes, 
33,  metallurgist,  who  was  seated  in  the  second  office.  Zirbes  rose  and  ran 
after  the  assailant,  tackling  him.  A  struggle  for  the  gun  ensued.  The  assailant 
broke  free  from  Zirbes's  grasp,  took  aim,  and  shot  Zirbes  in  the  face.  The 
assailant  then  left  the  area  but  was  arrested  shortly  by  police.  The  foreman, 
co-worker,  and  Zirbes  were  seriously  injured,  Zirbes  suffering  the  loss  of 
an  eye.  60228-6969 
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Appalachian  Flood  Disaster  Resolution 
Adopted  by  the  Commission  September  4,  1986 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  grant  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  West  Virginia  Recovery  Foundation  in  honor 
of  those  heroes  and  heroines,  known  and  unknown,  who  offered  — 
and  gave  —  their  lives  saving  or  attempting  to  save  the  lives  of  their 
fellows  during  catastrophic  flooding  of  November  4-5,  1985. 

In  the  wake  of  severe  storms  which  passed  through  the  region,  claim¬ 
ing  42  lives  and  causing  more  than  five  hundred  million  dollars'  of 
damage  in  West  Virginia  alone,  the  selfless  actions  of  untold  numbers 
of  citizens  in  behalf  of  their  neighbors  best  exemplify  the  standard  to 
which  this  Commission  is  dedicated:  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends"  (John  15:13). 
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1986  Award  statistics 

Medals 

In  1986,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  Carnegie  Medals  were  awarded,  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  to  7,069  since  the  Fund  was  established  in  1904.  To  date,  the 
Commission  has  considered  61,570  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  remember  those  who  gave  their  lives  saving  or 

attempting  to  save  others.  During  1986,  thirty-two  such  sacrifices  were 

honored,  bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,470: 

Jeffrey  C.  Bennett 

Charles  Joseph  Messa 

Kristine  E.  Boring 

Joseph  Michniak,  Jr. 

William  R.  Burns 

Raymond  Leonard  Mills 

Joseph  A.  Callicott 

Ronald  Joseph  Mobley 

Forrest  W.  Chambers 

Lucille  Moore 

James  S.  Clevenger 

Margaret  E.  Newell 

Danny  Cummings 

Tomas  R.  Pepin 

Raymond  R.  Dawley,  Jr. 

Edward  Priestner,  Jr. 

Bertha  Flores 

Pamela  Sue  Quick 

Mark  Alan  Foss 

James  B.  Salyer 

Alan  Goldstein 

Wesley  Lee  Sant,  Jr. 

Benny  Gracy 

John  E.  Simon 

Samuel  M.  Graves,  Sr. 

Daniel  Farling  St.  John 

Nolan  Harold  Harbar 

Robert  Van  Alyne,  Jr. 

Michael  Jeff  Jackson 

Wayne  Wahl 

Donald  Earl  Kidder 

John  Ray  Wilson 

Monetary  grants 

1986  To  date 

For  continuing  support  of  widows,  widowers, 
and  other  dependents,  and  disabled  heroes  $239,775  $10,545,981 
Monetary  awards,  including  educational 
assistance,  and  medals  333,473  5,924,280 


$573,248  $16,470,261 
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